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St Martins Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the St Martins Parish Council held on Thursday 11th December 2014 at 7.00 p.m. in The St Martins Community Centre, St Martins.

PRESENT:
Cllr’s A. Allum, G. Fryer, N. Graham, B. Herbert, J. Hoos, A. Kynaston-Jones, 

D. Laing, B. Latham, G. Pennington, J. Sands, J. Stevens and S. Schofield.
Also in attendance: one member of the public, a representative from West Mercia Police and the Parish Clerk.

In the Chair: Cllr S. Schofield
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming Members to the meeting.
She invited everyone for sherry and a mince pie at the conclusion of the meeting. She also expressed her delight that all the village of St Martins now had access to superfast broadband. Thanks to a donation from Shropshire Transport and Cllr 
A. Allum a Christmas tree, including lights, had been erected in the memorial garden which will be switched on at 4.30 pm this Saturday. All are invited.
Members were also reminded that any plans for consideration at future council meetings will be on display from 6.30 pm along with the correspondence file.

	148/12/14.C
	Public Participation

Mrs. Wilkins from Cottage Lane again expressed concern over recent planning applications for Cottage Lane on land outside the village settlement area.


	Action

	149/12/14.C
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr’s M. Hayball (working) and H. Williams (holiday).


	

	150/12/14.C
	Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
RESOLVED to note that no Disclosable Pecuniary interests were received on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Act 2001 and no applications for dispensations.

	

	151/12/14.C
	Minutes

Proposed:
Cllr D. Laing
Seconded:
Cllr J. Hoos
Resolved:
with 2 abstentions, that the minutes of the meeting of the 

Full Council held on Thursday 13th November 2014, having 
been previously circulated be confirmed as a correct 

record, signed by the Chairman and adopted.
Following the previous report from residents in Kimberley Lane that private cars parked in this area are being damaged by HGV’s using this lane, it was Resolved to consider this at the next Executive meeting in February but in the meantime carry out a survey of residents in this area. Cllr J. Stevens kindly agreed to produce this survey.

The Parish Clerk reported that nobody had come forward with any amendments to the Place Plan. Agreed to forward final draft copy to the Big Local, Wrekin Housing Trust and Parish Plan to see if any further amendments were forthcoming before submitting it to Shropshire Council.
	Chairman

Action

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

	
	
	

	152/12/14.C
	Progress Report

The Parish Clerk gave the following verbal report;

Finance:- 
Accounts for payment

E Davies

Salary & Expenses December
  
£400.20

Post Office

PAYE




  
£532.70

Nigel Thomas
Play Area Inspections

   
  £24.00
Daren Brewer
Cleaning Play Areas/Planting
  
£192.00

Royal British Legion
Poppy Appeal Wreath (Grant)
  
  £50.00
Valley Security
Security for Road Closures

 
£412.77

Agritel


Stationery



  
£117.72

Highline Electrical
Street Lighting Repairs
        £249.40




New Column + LED Lantern    £1128.00




Cherry Tree Drive

      £3762.00
          









         £5139.40

Duncan Royce
St Martins Play Are

      £1174.00




Memorial Garden

        £408.00




Stan’s Field


      £1830.00
          









         £3412.00

Report/update from Divisional Surveyor

Highway Issue

Action Taken

Waterloo House Ellesmere Road opposite the Ellesmere Road Chapel. Pipe/culvert that runs under Ellesmere Road is known by the Council to be blocked.

Will get jetter to try and clear blockage, this may not be the councils to maintain?

Trench by new puffin crossing sinking into the highway.

Inspected site and no problems could be found more information needed

Still concern on this, on garage side of crossing.
Hedge at Moors Bank opposite Council Houses needs cutting back.

Hedges have been cut back from the highway

Hedge around substation next to school needs cutting back.

Hedges have been cut back from the highway

Uneven line of tarmac on entrance to Stan’s car park.

Will sort out in new year

Now pot hole in this area.
Highway Issue

Action Taken

Hedges overgrown and need cutting back at the Junction of Ellesmere Road and Mount Bradford and outside Ash Grove in Overton Road.

Letters will be sent to property owners to cut back off the highway

Pot hole in Church Lane opposite Churchfields.

Job had been raised

Some of the bollards around the corner of Cottage Lane and Ellesmere Road have been pushed at an angle making it very difficult for pedestrians to use this footpath and negotiate this very dangerous corner.

There is only one bollard in this location and is not causing a problem and there is no footway in that location?

Do not agree with these comments and ask that you re-look at this.
Road sign knocked down at the junction of Clark’s Lane and Fach Lane.

New sign has been ordered

Report/update from Police by Kate Le'Clere
Street Lights - I have not noticed an increase of crime during the day time, all crime goes up slightly this time of year but nothing out of the ordinary.  It has been statistically shown that crime does not increase when there is no street lighting, this was disseminated at an LJC earlier in the year, it was discussed that this may be because criminals don't like not being able to see what they are doing and are reluctant to use torch light as this makes them more noticeable. 
  

2) Glyn Morlas Lane - To my knowledge none of this was reported to the police, I am unaware of it. 

  

3) CSO - Yes, we now have CSO Charlie Iremonger, he will be attending the meeting next week.  He's only been on the patch a week or so and is still trying to get his head around everything, please ask the council to bear this in mind at the next meeting. 

  

4) School patrol - We have 6 schools on our patch, between us we do try and get to them at start/finishing time when we are able to, we will bear the cycling there in mind and keep an eye on it when we can. 

  

In relation to the collision that recently occurred outside the public house, it is my intention to carry out some speed enforcement there as and when I am able.  The driver of the vehicle in this incident has been reported for prosecution. 

Review of Contracts:- information available for committee meeting on the 18th December 2014.
Skate Park Repairs:- second quotation received for Members to consider. The contractor will also remove hinges from gate posts.
Next Meeting:- Council 8th January 2015 at 7.00 pm
Cllr. A. Allum arrived at 7.32 pm.

	Action
Action

	153/12/14.C
	Police Report

The Chairman welcomed CSO Charlie Iremonger to his first meeting.

He updated Members on a number of vehicle thefts in the area and their concern over speeding traffic through the village which could now result in visits with their speed camera. These would also be carried out by the school. It was pointed out that cars parking on the pavement in this area was a concern. Although the police have to cover six schools in their area it was felt that more resources should be made available for St Martins. One Member expressed concern over double parking outside the PH.
In future Standing Orders would be amended to have the Police Report at 7.30 pm to assist the police in scheduling their day and hopefully be in a position to attend more meetings.

	Parish Clerk

	154/12/14.C
	Financial Matters

154.1
Accounts for payment; 
1954
E Davies, Salary & Expenses December
     
£400.20
1955
Post Office, PAYE




£532.70
1956
Nigel Thomas, Play Area Inspections

  £24.00

1957
Daren Brewer, Cleaning Play Areas

£192.00
1958
Cheque cancelled

1959
Valley Security, Remembrance day

£412.77

1960
Agritel, stationery




£117.72
1961
Highline Electrical, Street Lighting Repairs       £5139.40
1962
Duncan Royce, grass cutting
                    £3412.00

Proposed:

Cllr N. Graham
Seconded:

Cllr J. Stevens
Resolved:
that the above payments be authorized.
With reference to the wreath for the Remembrance Day, although the Parish Council had received an invoice for £17.50, it was;

Proposed:

Cllr N. Graham

Seconded:

Cllr J. Hoos

Resolved:
with 1 abstention, that the parish council make a grant of 
£50 to the RBL.
1963
RBL Poppy Appeal, Grant



  £50.00

154.2
Income

There was no income to report.

154.3
Bank Statements

These were on file and noted.

154.4
Skate Park

Another company had looked at the skate park and felt that the damage is caused by micro scooters. This can be repaired and maybe that could be done with a strip of steel along the edge so as to protect the skatelite as most of the surface seems to be in an ok condition. Replace skatelite sheets screws/bolts and fit steel wear strip  

Cost £1550. This compared to a previous quotation of £1967.

Proposed:

Cllr A. Kynaston-Jones

Seconded:

Cllr D. Laing

Resolved:
that the quotation of £1550 be accepted

	Parish  Clerk

Parish Clerk

Action
Parish Clerk

	155/12/14.C
	Planning
The following schedule of planning applications was considered;

New Planning Applications published on 11/11/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/05034/HRM  (validated: 10/11/2014) 
Address:  Land On Yew Tree Farm, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, 
SY11 3HA 
Proposal:  Application for removal of (up to) 8m of native hedgerow in threelocations (SH-3,4,5) to facilitate construction of overhead lines.
Applicant: Balfour Beatty (Fao: Mr M Ward, Site Office, Ifton Industrial 
Estate, St. Martins, Oswestry, SY11 3DA) 

Resolved:
the Parish Council raise no objections to this application 

as long as conditions are applied that the hedgerow gaps 

are replanted with native species of hedgerow.

Reference:  14/05035/HRM (validated: 10/11/2014) 
Address:  Street Record, St Martins, Shropshire 
Proposal:  Application for removal of (up to) 8m of native hedgerow in two 
locations (SH- 6,7) to facilitate construction of overhead lines. 
Applicant: Balfour Beatty (Fao: Mr M Ward, Site Office, Ifton Industrial 
Estate, St. Martins, Oswestry, SY11 3DA) 

Resolved:
the Parish Council raise no objections to this application 

as long as conditions are applied that the hedgerow gaps 

are replanted with native species of hedgerow.

Reference:  14/05041/HRM  (validated: 10/11/2014) 
Address:  Street Record, Ifton Heath, St Martins, Shropshire 
Proposal:  Application for removal of (up to) 8m of native hedgerow in one 
Location (SH-1) to facilitate construction of overhead lines.
Applicant: Balfour Beatty (Fao: Mr M Ward, Site Office, Ifton Industrial 
Estate, St. Martins, Oswestry, SY11 3DA) 

Resolved:
the Parish Council raise no objections to this application 

as long as conditions are applied that the hedgerow gaps 

are replanted with native species of hedgerow.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Planning Applications published on 18/11/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/04666/FUL  (validated: 12/11/2014) 
Address:  Panel Fix, Unit 1B, St Martins Business Park, Ellesmere Road, 
St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3BE 
Proposal:  Extension to existing flue stack to 3m above ridge line 
Applicant: Panel Fix (Mr L Cooke, Ellesmere Road, St Martins, Oswestry, 
Shropshire, SY11 3BN) 
Resolved:
the Parish Council make no comment.

Reference:  14/04842/FUL  (validated: 27/10/2014) 
Address:  11 Laburnum Close, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, 
SY11 3HU 
Proposal:  Erection of two storey side extension 
Applicant: Mr R J Cartwright 

Resolved:
the Parish Council make no comment.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Planning Applications published on 20/11/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/04848/OUT  (validated: 03/11/2014) 
Address:  Griffin Farm, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3HS 
Proposal:  Outline application (All Matters Reserved) for residential 
development 
Applicant: Holland, Evans & Mawdsley (C/o Agent) 

The Chairman asked every member for their comments on this application. After discussion it was;

Resolved:
St Martins Parish Council objects to this application on 
the following grounds; outside the SAMDev, outside the 
30 mph zone, highway concerns on entrance splay at 
either end, could be a starting point for further 
development and serviced from an unmaintained road 
with no street lighting. 

Shropshire Council should also refuse to accept or 
consider any future developments outside the SAMDev 
until such times as the examination of the SAMDev has 
been completed and results known.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Planning Applications published on 21/11/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/05026/VAR (validated: 11/11/2014) 
Address:  Bower Farm, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3AN 
Proposal:  Variation of Condition No.1 (approved plans) attached to
Planning planning permission 14/03365?REM dated 31.10.14 for the substitution of 5 no. bungalows to replace 6 no. houses. 
Applicant: CGL Homes Ltd (Mr Cosmo Lloyd, Ellesmere Road Business
Estate, Ellesmere Road,St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 8BD) 

Resolved:
St Martins Parish Council supports this application under 

the condition that these are all bungalows and for social 

housing only.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Planning Applications published on 24/11/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/04954/CPE  (validated: 04/11/2014) 
Address:  Ifton Garage Services Ltd, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, 
SY11 3DA 
Proposal:  Application for Lawful Development Certificate for the existing 
use of existing garage as a motor vehicle garage 
Applicant: Mr S Burgess 

Resolved:
the Parish Council make no comment but expressed 


concerns over Health & Safety issues from adjoining 


businesses.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Members noted the planning decisions and recommendations of the planning authority listed in the schedule below.
Planning Decisions published on 04/11/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/04020/FUL  (validated: 10/09/2014) 
Address:  Moreton Park Garden Centre, Gledrid, Chirk, Wrexham, 
Shropshire, LL14 5DG 
Proposal:  Renewal of temporary permission 02/12162 for display of log
cabin 
Decision:  Grant Permission 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Planning Decisions published on 31/10/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/03365/REM (validated: 07/08/2014) 
Address:  Bower Farm, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3AN 
Proposal:  Reserved matters (access, appearance, landscaping, layout andscale) pursuant to outline permission ref 14/00589/OUT for residential development of 26 dwellings. 
Decision:  Grant Permission 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 
	Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk
Action
Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk
Parish Clerk
Parish Clerk

Action
Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Action


	156/12/14.C
	Coal Bed Methane Extraction

Shropshire Cllr S. Davenport said there was nothing further to report at this stage but he continues to monitor developments at the County.
	Cllr Steve Davenport


	157/12/14.C
	Street Naming

Members were asked to consider an additional street name for the development site adjoining Garden Village in addition to Ceiriog Way, Hollands Drive and Kinalt Crescent. The Parish Clerk said an officer from Shropshire Council had requested this for future development if that were ever to take place. Members expressed concern over this and;

Resolved:
in expressing their concern that any future development 

should be considered for this site as this would be outside 

the SAMDev. Therefore until such times as any future 


plans are available for this area the parish stress that 


they and Shropshire Council should NOT be considering 

any future street names. 
	Parish Clerk & Cllr Steve Davenport

	158/12/14.C
	Colliery Road Footpath Extension

Shropshire Council asked Members to consider an extension to this footpath. Any request for a new section of footway at Ifton Heath will need to be considered through the Road Safety Policy process where it will have to be assessed/prioritised for funding against other competing scheme requests from across the County. If agreed this would be considered as one of our "community led" concerns. It was felt that if this was agreed it should extend around the corner into Glyn Morlas Lane.
Proposed:

Cllr A. Allum

Seconded:

Cllr B. Herbert

Resolved:
that the parish council support an extension to this 


footpath.
	Parish Clerk

Action

	159/12/14.C

	Shropshire Council

Members noted items of correspondence received from Shropshire Council since the last meeting.

Shropshire Cllr S. Davenport reported that Shropshire Council are still looking at cuts of 80m. To try and compensate for these cuts they are trying to encourage people and businesses to invest in the area. It was felt that high rates does nothing to encourage any growth.

Members then expressed their deep concerns that Shropshire Council’s 
Cabinet decided at their meeting on the 10th December 2014 not to pass on
any of the £648,000 council tax support grant they receive from the 

government to parish and town councils in Shropshire, but to use this as
needed to balance their own books. This was a blatant political ploy by 
Shropshire Council to freeze their council tax and look good while parish 
council’s like St Martins will have to increase theirs by up to 11% to maintain
the services they provided in 2014/15 or forced to reduce spending on
services or cut services altogether. This proposal also goes against the 
localism agenda and St Martins Parish Council will be unlikely to take over services if there is uncertainty about their future funding.
Proposed:

Cllr J. Stevens

Seconded:

Cllr G. Fryer

Resolved:
that the parish council pass on these concerns to the 


attention of Shropshire Council Leader Keith Barrow, Chief 


Executive Clive Wright with a copy to our MP. The question 


would also be asked why there was no consultation with 


any Town/Parish Councils.
 
	Parish Clerk

	160/12/14.C
	Parish Plan

Cllr J. Hoos gave the following report on a recent meeting of the Parish Plan Committee.

A recent survey was carried out at Stan’s Store to find out residents views on updates for the parish plan. The results were as follows; 
Amenities:- tennis courts, permanent village library, mobile cinema, trim track at Ifton Meadows and better public transport.

Environment:- Reduce speeding through the village, 30 mph signs on all approach roads, traffic lights instead of mini roundabouts and no parking on pavements and near road junctions.

Elderly:- Quiet garden area and bus service from Cedar Close.

Housing:- Starter/Affordable housing plus more housing for single adults.

Mothers & Toddlers:- reopen group plus walking bus to school.
Jobs & Business:- Museum & Visitor Centre plus more small business units on local industrial site.

Items of concern that the committee felt needed immediate attention of the parish council included;

· Move the school flashing lights at Ifton to new School.

· School signs at Moors Bank too small and obscured by trees.

· 30 mph signs on all approach roads to village.

· Progress needed on removal of hedge and provision of foot/cycle path at Rhos Ilan Farm.

· Re marking of names on War Memorial.

Cllr J. Stevens requested a copy of this report so that he could update the Place Plan.
At 9.00 pm Members agreed to lift standing orders.

	Action

Cllr Jim Hoos

	161/12/14.C
	Street Lighting

The Parish Clerk had now produced a report on the results from the street lighting survey but due to a lack of available committee members, this had not been considered.

The following Members agreed to join Cllr B. Herbert on this committee, Cllr’s N. Graham, D. Laing and J. Stevens.


	Parish Clerk


	162/12/14.C
	Correspondence

All items of correspondence had been circulated to all Members at the meeting, which included;

· M. Williams, pavement – noted.
· Veolia, price change – noted.

· Shropshire Council, Register of Electors.

· Police report – previously considered.

· Shropshire RCC, Annual Review – noted.

· Citizens Advice, Annual Report – noted.


	

	163/12/14.C

	Members Reports
The Chairman reported that a consultation will go out to the parents about the possible change to the timing of the school day. This will alleviate the congestion of traffic and usage of the pavements at the end of the school day. 

Cllr G. Pennington expressed concern over a cable lying in ditch in Glynmorlas Lane just past 30 mph sign.

Cllr D. Laing said there was still an uneven line of tarmac on entrance to Stan’s car park which now also included a large pot hole.

Cllr B. Herbert reported a manhole cover collapsing on the entrance to new estate opposite Berwyn Drive. 

Cllr J. Stevens reported a large pot hole in centre of road by Escot Bridge.

Cllr A. Allum expressed concern over footpaths that have been widened, the tar spray is very uneven and now creating bigger puddles when it rains and will be dangerous when frozen.

Before closing the meeting the Chairman thanked Cllr A. Allum for providing and erecting the Christmas tree, with lights in the memorial garden.


	Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Action

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk


	
	There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting 

closed at 21.15 p.m.

Signed ………………………………
Date ……………….
	Chairman


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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