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St Martins Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the St Martins Recreation Services Committee held on Thursday 5th February 2015 at 6.00 p.m. in the St Martins Community Centre, St Martins.

PRESENT:
Cllr’s N. Graham, G. Pennington, J. Stevens and S. Schofield and Co-opted 
Member S. Heard. 
Also in attendance:  Mark Blount from Shropshire Council and the Parish Clerk.
In the Chair: Councillor J. Stevens.

	028/02/15.R
	Apologies for Absence
No apologies were given.
	Action


	029/02/15.R
	Co-Option

There had been no further names put forward from organisations within the parish for co-option to this committee. The Chairman agreed to sound out some new members.

	Chairman



	030/02/15.R
	Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
Cllr G. Pennington declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 32/02/15.R relating to any discussions to the fence adjoining Garden Village.
RESOLVED to note that no other Disclosable Pecuniary interests were received on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Act 2001 and no applications for dispensations.

	

	031/02/15.R
	Minutes

Proposed:

S. Heard
Seconded:

Cllr S. Schofield
Resolved:
that the minutes of the meeting of the Recreation Services 

Committee held on Thursday 2nd October 2014, having 


been previously circulated be confirmed as a correct 


record and signed by the Chairman.


	Chairman

	032/02/15.R
	Insurance

The Parish Clerk reported on our Public Liability cover for the play area in front of the St Martins Community Centre and football field behind Stan's Superstore.

Our insurance company, Came & Company, had been asked to clarify the following;

a) What if anything, is covered on the Play Area in front of the St Martins Community Centre, is it just the equipment or would this include public liability? 
b) What is covered on the Football field behind Stan's Superstore which the parish council have a three year lease on, such as equipment, dugout, goal posts, tall fencing at either end of pitch, railings surrounding pitch and/or just public liability? 
Came & Company had responded by stating that the policy they arrange with Aviva on the Parish Council’s behalf provides Public Liability Insurance automatically for all land and assets which they either own or are responsible for maintaining due to the terms of a lease/licence.   
  

As far as playground equipment is concerned; the Aviva policy currently insures this against loss or damage for a total sum insured of £91,670.00. The Public Liability Insurance provided is subject to a weekly, routine check of the equipment being carried out by someone representing the Parish Council. 
The Chairman pointed out that we only carry out a fortnightly check and asked the Parish Clerk to check this with Came & Company. Mark Blount from Shropshire Council said all Shropshire Council inspections of play areas are carried out on a fortnightly basis.
  

Came & Company had added that this is only intended to be a brief, visual check to spot obvious signs of breakages or vandalism to the equipment, to remove litter, glass etc. and to ensure surfaces and signs remain in good order. 

  

It is not an insurance requirement that the person (s) carrying out the checks must have received formal training. They just need to be able to notice the issues they have mentioned above. However, if the Parish Council is interested in receiving training, organisations such as The Play Inspection Company are able to provide this. 
They also recommend that the checks are recorded in writing as these may assist the insurers in defending a claim on the Parish Council’s behalf should an incident arise. They had attached a guidance note issued by RoSPA on this topic which they hope is of assistance. 
  

With regard to the football field; if the Parish Council is responsible for maintaining this Public Liability Insurance is provided automatically. As this is land and not play equipment there is not the same weekly inspection requirement. However, from a best practice perspective, they recommend regular checks are undertaken to ensure the land remains fit for use. 
Came & Company had added that the policy used to cover an asset described as “fencing at a playing field” against damage. 
However, they were asked to delete this in May 2011 as a separate group were now covering this. There has never been any cover for the dugout, goal posts and railings and asked the question whether these are covered by the football club which uses the pitch? 

Following receipt of this information the Parish Clerk had been asked by the Chairman to see what extra premium would be involved if the dugout, goal posts and railings were added to the insurance cover.
Came & Company had confirmed that to insure the items at the playing field comprising of fencing, dugouts, goal posts and railings against loss or damage for a replacement value of £10,000 will increase the Parish Council’s annual premium by £45.58 inclusive of 6% Insurance Premium Tax (IPT). If the replacement value was £5,000 the annual additional premium will amount to £22.79 including IPT. 
  
They had added that as the policy cover is based on replacement cost it is important that the sums insured reflect this. 
  
Depending on the actual value and the date any cover is arranged from there may be a pro rata additional premium payable until the renewal date on 1st June but, based on the above values, this should not exceed £25.00 including IPT. 
Cllr N. Graham arrived at 6.13 pm.

The Chairman said that we would have to make good the damaged railings before we could take out this extra insurance cover and suggested the following action;
Stage 1:
Get quotations for making safe the existing post and railings 


around the football pitch.

Stage 2:
Recommend to Council that we take out the extra insurance 


cover.

Stage 3:
Contact the Village Football Club to see what they require for 

the future.

Cllr N. Graham suggested we contact Derek Stokes to see whether the post and railings are required for the present facilities.
Proposed:

Cllr N. Graham
Seconded:

Cllr G. Pennington
Resolved:
to recommend to Council that the above three stages are 

approved and actioned.

	Action

Parish Clerk
Action

Parish Clerk

Action

	033/02/15.R
	Ownership

Members received an update from Mark Blount from Shropshire Council 
on ownership and maintenance of sites around the village including an updated map and Open Space S106 Contributions Summary.

Unfortunately Members were still not clear on which sites Shropshire Council were proposing that St Martins Parish Council consider carrying out

Grounds maintenance on the public open spaces facilities within our area. On the suggestion that the sites could be transferred, either on a long term lease or freehold basis, Members made it clear that they would not consider any lease agreements.

It was agreed that we need a complete list of sites that Shropshire Council own and maintain in our parish with a breakdown of maintenance costs before we can consider this further and put any proposals before Council. Mark Blount agreed to come back with these figures as a matter of urgency.

	Mark Blount

	034/02/15.R

	Churchfields

Members received a report from Mark Blount on the Churchfields play area scheme.  Following some minor changes a design had been approved, tenders received and a contract has been awarded to HAGS/SMP.
Mark explained the tender price which was well below the agreed onsite contribution although Shropshire Council would be taking out an administration fee. 

Proposed:

Cllr G. Pennington
Seconded:

Cllr S. Schofield
Resolved:
to ask Shaun if he would go back to Shropshire Council to 

see if this administration fee could be reduced.


	Mark Blount


	035/02/15.R
	Ellesmere Road

It was agreed to defer any discussions on a possible survey of residents concerning the land next to Ellesmere Road Chapel until the next meeting.

	Parish Clerk

	104/10/14.R
	Community Centre Land

S. Heard said she had now got the costs of potential MUGA facilities on the Centre Trust Land. The quotation was from PPL to supply and install a Goal end MUGA and a bitmac porous surface for a total cost of £13,373. Added to this would be a post installation report (RoSPA) for £425.
Following previous discussions on the Churchfields site the Chairman suggested the balance from this area could be used for this facility.

Proposed:

Cllr G. Pennington
Seconded:

S. Heard
Resolved:
to recommend that this quotation be accepted and seek 


clarification whether the outstanding balances from the 


Churchfields project could be used for this facility.

The Chairman thanked Sue Heard for all the work she had put into this project.

	Action

Parish Clerk

	105/10/14.R
	Stan’s Field

Following further discussions on a three year lease for Stan’s Field, the partners of Stan’s Superstore had now met again to discuss our proposal and would like to suggest the following. They are happy to accept £2000 for the first year (2015/16), £1750 for the second year and £1500 for the third year but would need to renegotiate the Lease for any extension after this time. 
The proposed bollards in question at the entrance to the field, they have agreed that they would take on the full cost of these. 

Proposed:

Cllr S. Schofield
Seconded:

Cllr N. Graham
Resolved:
to recommend that the terms as set out above for a new 


three year lease are accepted.


	Parish Clerk



	
	There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting 

closed at 19.08 p.m.

Signed ………………………………
Date ……………….
	Chairman
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