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St Martins Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the St Martins Finance Committee held on Thursday 15th January 2015 at 7.00 p.m. in the St Martins Community Centre, St Martins.

PRESENT:
Cllrs N. Graham, S. Schofield and J. Stevens. 
Also in attendance:  the Parish Clerk.
	021/01/15.F
	Election of Chairman
Proposed:

Cllr S. Schofield
Seconded:

Cllr N. Graham
Resolved:
that Cllr J. Stevens is appointed Chairman of the Finance 

Committee.

Cllr J. Stevens thanked Members for appointing him as Chairman. 
	Action

	022/01/15.F
	Apologies for Absence
An apology for absence had been received from Cllr H. Williams (holiday).
	

	023/01/15.F
	Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
RESOLVED to note that no Disclosable Pecuniary interests were received on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Act 2001 and no applications for dispensations.

	

	024/01/15.F

	Stans Field

The Chairman reported on a recent meeting held with representatives from Stans Superstore on proposals to extend the lease on this field for a further three years. The Chairman explained at that meeting the financial situation the parish council finds itself in and the possible reduction in funding from Shropshire Council. Representatives from Stans Superstore had agreed to consider the lease agreement and were keen to have a three year lease with the possibility of extending this in the future if necessary.
The Parish Clerk then reported on Stans Superstore proposals, submitted in writing by Andrew Faulks, which were as follows;

Year 2015/16
£2000

Year 2016/17
£1750

Year 2017/18
£1750

The Chairman reminded Members that there would be a maintenance cost each year on top of the above lease figures. Also Shropshire Council would only be supporting this by a grant of 25% during the year 2015/16.

After further discussion it was;

Proposed:

Cllr S. Schofield

Seconded:

Cllr J. Stevens

Resolved:
that the Parish Council go back to Stans Superstore with 

the following request – that the lease figure for the year 


2017/18 is reduced to £1500 and for any future years.

With regard to the bollards to be placed at the entrance to the field adjacent to the St Martins Community Centre and Stans Superstore, Andrew Faulks from Stans Superstore had stated that they propose to obtain a quote from Jones Brothers of Weston Rhyn which they would then submit to the parish council for approval. If we were happy with the quote they would agree to pay 50% towards the cost.

Again after further discussion Members felt that it was the landlord’s responsibility to have these bollards installed, but the parish council would consider the erection of more suitable fencing at one end of this field to protect the residents in Garden Village.

	Action

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

	025/01/15.F

	Local Government Grant

The Parish Clerk reported on the latest information on Shropshire Council’s Cabinet recommendation to retain this grant and not pass on to Town/Parish Councils. Representatives from Town/Parish Councils had met with Government Ministers but it was now up to Shropshire Full Council meeting at the end of January to decide on this. It was felt that we should consider our budget without any grant funding. 


	

	026/01/15.F
	Accounts

Members reviewed the following; 

· Accounts for the first 9 months of the financial year. The Parish Clerk explained the breakdown of each cost centre and cost code.
· Projected Income/Expenditure for the financial year ending 31st March 2015. Again the Parish Clerk explained the reasoning behind his projected figures. Some of these were amended. 
· Carry Forward Budget and Ear Marked Reserves. The Parish Clerk said the Carry Forward Budget would be considered at the end of the financial year along with a revision of our Ear Marked Reserves.
· Budget for the financial year starting 1st April 2015. The Chairman had carried out a considerable amount of work on these figures which he presented to Members. A number of budget headings would be deleted in the next financial year. After considering each budget cost code a number of amendments were proposed which are now incorporated in the final draft which is attached to these minutes.
· With a proposed precept of £46,330 the Parish Clerk was asked to obtain from Shropshire Council what percentage increase this would have on the full range of council tax properties in our parish.


	Action

Parish Clerk

	027/01/15.F
	Budget/Precept 2015/16

Proposed:

Cllr S. Schofield

Seconded:

Cllr N. Graham

Resolved:
To recommend to Council the following budget and 


precept for 2015/2016.



Budget:
£46,467




Precept:
£46,330
A further discussion then took place on the future energy costings for street lighting.

Proposed:

Cllr J. Stevens

Seconded:

Cllr S. Schofield

Resolved:
To recommend to Council that as part of the budget 


proposals the parish council commit to replacing all future 

light units with LED, when required, and to commit to 


investigating and costing a programme to replace all 


parish council owned street lights to LED in the future.

	

	
	There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting 

closed at 20.17 p.m.

Signed ………………………………
Date ……………….
	Chairman
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