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St Martins Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the St Martins Parish Council held on Thursday 8th January 2015 at 7.00 p.m. in The St Martins Community Centre, St Martins.

PRESENT:
Cllr’s N. Graham, M. Hayball, B. Herbert, A. Kynaston-Jones, D. Laing, 

G. Pennington, J. Sands, J. Stevens and S. Schofield.
Also in attendance: two members of the public and the Parish Clerk.

In the Chair: Cllr S. Schofield
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming Members and Members 
of the public to the meeting and wishing everyone a Happy New Year.
	01/01/15.C
	Standing Orders
Proposed:
Cllr D. Laing

Seconded:
Cllr A. Kynaston-Jones
Resolved:
to approve and adopt the following amendments to 


Standing Orders

SO 1 – Rules of Debate
The addition of item 1b to ensure that Police reports can always be scheduled for 7.30pm when a police representative is in attendance (but otherwise when it appears on the agenda).
SO 3 – Meetings Generally
A change to acknowledge the permanent suspension of the ban on recording meetings.
SO 5 – Annual Council meetings
A change of item heading from “Ordinary Council meetings” to “Annual Council meetings” – an oversight from the original as the entire item is concerned only with the Annual meeting.
Cllr N. Graham arrived at 7.05 pm.
	Action

	002/01/15.C
	Public Participation

Mr Ron Ellison asked the parish council whether they were aware of the following police issues, and if so what action had been taken. These included four traffic incidents on Overton Road during November and December, concerns over the speeding of traffic through the village, low level of police activity in the village and a reluctance by the Oswestry police to improve this situation.
The Chairman said the parish council are aware of these speed issues and the police are about to use their speed gun within the next week. 
The police are regularly informed of our other concerns but as our area is classified as a low crime area, and with limited police resources, their manpower has to be concentrated in other areas such as Oswestry. However it was important that residents when reporting any crime ensure they are given a crime number.

Cllr A. Kynaston-Jones supported the Chairman comments adding that Shropshire Cllr Steve Davenport is also trying to get speed restrictions monitored through the village.


	Parish Clerk
Action

	003/01/15.C
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr’s A. Allum (receiving back treatment), G. Fryer, J. Hoos (bad back), B. Latham (poorly) and 
H. Williams (holiday).


	

	004/01/15.C
	Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
Cllr’s D. Laing and S Schofield declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 011/01/15.C. RESOLVED to note that no other Disclosable Pecuniary interests were received on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Act 2001 and no applications for dispensations.

	

	005/01/15.C
	Minutes

Proposed:
Cllr J. Stevens
Seconded:
Cllr D. Laing
Resolved:
with 1 abstention, that the minutes of the meeting of the 

Full Council held on Thursday 11th December 2014, having 
been previously circulated be confirmed as a correct 

record, signed by the Chairman and adopted.

	Chairman


	006/01/15.C
	Progress Report

The Parish Clerk gave the following verbal report;

Finance:- 
Accounts for payment;
E Davies

Salary & Expenses January
  
£941.01
Nigel Thomas
Play Area Inspections

   
  £24.00
Daren Brewer
Cleaning Play Areas/Planting
  
£130.00
Shropshire Council
Street Lighting Energy

         £1624.93

Stans Superstore
Ground Lease


         £2250.00

Highline Electrical
Street Lighting Repairs
      

£217.60
Report/update from Divisional Surveyor

Highway Issue

Action Taken

There are some overhead cables hanging by Cedar Close. Don't know which utility it belongs to.

Will pass on concerns to BT

Concern about the gritting situation in and around St Martins. Quite a few complaints from local residents this morning about some of the roads and footpaths (especially from Cedar Close to the main road)

Star Housing pay to treat sheltered accommodation and Shropshire Council only treat the main through roads in St Martins 

There is a burst water main 20 yards before the turning for Ebnal on the old St Martins road to Gobowen. With the weather at the moment it is rather treacherous at the moment.

Passed onto STWA

Progress needed on removal of hedge and provision of foot/cycle path at Rhos Ilan Farm.

Purchased land and when environmental issues have been addressed work will begin

30 mph signs required on all approach roads to village.

There are already enhanced 30mph signs on all approach roads

School signs at Moors Bank too small and obscured by trees.

Signs are due to be upgraded shortly

Move the school flashing lights at Ifton to new School.

Ongoing

Manhole cover collapsing on entrance to new estate opposite Berwyn Drive.

Inspected and repaired small pothole to side of manhole

Footpaths that have been widened, the tar spray is very uneven and now creating bigger puddles when it rains and will be dangerous when frozen.

Contractor to undertake remedials when weather improves

Concern over cable lying in ditch in Glynmorlas Lane just past 30 mph sign.

Reported to BT

Large pot hole in centre of road by Escob Bridge

Repaired

Next Meeting(s):- 

Finance Committee 15th January 2015 at 7.00 pm.
Recreation Services Committee 5th February 2015 at 6.00 pm.

Executive Committee 5th February 2015 at 7.30 pm.

Full Council (Budget & Precept) 12th February 2015 at 7.00 pm

	Action


	007/01/15.C
	Police Report

Members noted the latest crime report (previously circulated).

Concern was expressed that there was no indication on this report on whether any of the reported crimes were after midnight. Also a number of road signs had been damaged and not included in this report.

The police would be asked to action these concerns.

	Parish Clerk

Action

	008/01/15.C
	Financial Matters

008.1
Accounts for payment; 
1964
E Davies

Salary & Expenses January
£941.01
1965
Nigel Thomas
Play Area Inspections
   
  £24.00
1966
Daren Brewer
Cleaning Play Areas/Planting  
£130.00
1967
Shropshire Council
Street Lighting Energy
         £1624.93

1968
Stans Superstore
Ground Lease

         £2250.00

1969
Highline Electrical
Street Lighting Repairs
 
£217.60

Proposed:

Cllr A. Kynaston-Jones
Seconded:

Cllr G. Pennington
Resolved:
that the above payments be authorized.
008.2
Income

There was no income to report.

008.3
Bank Statements

These were on file and noted.

	Parish  Clerk



	009/01/15.C
	Planning
The following schedule of planning applications was considered;

New Planning Applications published on 23/12/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/05515/FUL  (validated: 11/12/2014) 
Address:  Comet House , Ellesmere Road, St Martins, Shropshire, 
SY11 3HT 
Proposal:  Proposed erection of 3 bedroom chalet style bungalow 
Applicant: Mr & Mrs L Cadwallader (Comet House, Ellesmere Road, 
St Martins, Shropshire, SY11 3HT) 
Resolved:
the Parish Council had no comments to make on this 


application.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Planning Applications published on 11/12/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/04980/FUL  (validated: 10/12/2014) 
Address:  Residential Development Land West Of, Baytree Close, 
St Martins, Shropshire 
Proposal:  Erection of 3 terrace style dwellings, formation of vehicular
access off Baytree Close and associated parking (revised scheme) 
Applicant: Mr K Butterton (Fairfields, School Lane, St Martins, Oswestry,
Shropshire, SY11 3BX) 
Resolved:
the Parish Council were concerned over the surface water 

drainage in this area and three dwellings would be an over 

development of this site. In addition they agreed that no 


development should be considered or approved from a 


private driveway but from an adopted road with street 


lighting to an LED standard.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Members noted the planning decisions and recommendations of the planning authority listed in the schedule below.
Planning Decisions published on 22/12/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/04666/FUL  (validated: 12/11/2014) 
Address:  Panel Fix, Unit 1B, St Martins Business Park, Ellesmere Road, 
St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3BE 
Proposal:  Extension to existing flue stack to 3m above ridge line 
Decision:  Grant Permission 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Planning Decisions published on 15/12/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/04842/FUL  (validated: 27/10/2014) 
Address:  11 Laburnum Close, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, 
SY11 3HU 
Proposal:  Erection of two storey side extension 
Decision:  Grant Permission 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Planning Decisions published on 12/12/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/05026/VAR (validated: 11/11/2014) 
Address:  Bower Farm, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3AN 
Proposal:  Variation of Condition No.1 (approved plans) attached to 
planning permission 14/03365/REM dated 31.10.14 for the substitution of 5 no. bungalows to replace 6 no. houses. 
Decision:  Grant Permission 


Reference:  14/05034/HRM  (validated: 10/11/2014) 
Address:  Land On Yew Tree Farm, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, 
SY11 3HA 
Proposal:  Application for removal of (up to) 8m of native hedgerow in threelocations (SH-3,4,5) to facilitate construction of overhead lines. 
Decision:  Grant Permission 

Reference:  14/05035/HRM  (validated: 10/11/2014) 
Address:  Street Record, St Martins, Shropshire 
Proposal:  Application for removal of (up to) 8m of native hedgerow in two
locations (SH- 6,7) to facilitate construction of overhead lines 
Decision:  Grant Permission 


Reference:  14/05041/HRM  (validated: 10/11/2014) 
Address:  Street Record, Ifton Heath, St Martins, Shropshire 
Proposal:  Application for removal of (up to) 8m of native hedgerow in one
location (SH-1) to facilitate construction of overhead lines 
Decision:  Grant Permission 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Planning Decisions published on 08/12/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/04573/COU  (validated: 30/10/2014) 
Address:  Unit D4 , Bank Top Industrial Estate, St. Martins, Oswestry,
SY10 7HB 
Proposal:  Application under Section 73a of the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990 for change of use from B8 to B2 for the purpose of stripping cars for spare parts (retrospective). 
Decision:  Grant Permission 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Planning Decisions published on 05/01/2015 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/04326/OUT  (validated: 29/09/2014) 
Address:  Land At Little Common Farm, Street Dinas, St Martins, 
Shropshire 
Proposal:  Outline application (All Matters Reserved) for the erection of a 
detached dwelling 
Decision:  Withdrawn 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


	Parish Clerk
Action

Parish Clerk
Action

	010/01/15.C
	Coal Bed Methane Extraction

The Parish Clerk said there was nothing further to report at this stage but he continues to monitor developments at the County along with Shropshire Cllr Steve Davenport.

	Parish Clerk & Cllr Steve Davenport


	011/01/15.C
	St Martins Centre Contracts Review

Members noted a report of the third quarterly review meeting held on the 

18th December 2014.


	

	012/01/15.C
	Street Naming

The Parish Clerk said that he had informed Shropshire Council that any future development should not be considered for this site as this would be outside the SAMDev. Therefore until such times as any future plans are available for this area the parish stress that they and Shropshire Council should not be considering any future street names. He agreed to follow this up with Shropshire Cllr Steve Davenport.

	Parish Clerk & Cllr Steve Davenport 

	013/01/15.C

	Shropshire Council

Members noted items of correspondence received from Shropshire Council.
 
	Action

	014/01/15.C
	Parish Plan

Members noted the minor amendments to the Place Plan.

Proposed:
Cllr N. Graham

Seconded:
Cllr J. Sands

Resolved:
to receive and adopt the final draft of the revised Place 


Plan for the St Martins area.

	Parish Clerk


	015/01/15.C
	Street Lighting

Cllr B. Herbert reported on a meeting of the Street Lighting Committee held last night. Representatives from Shropshire Council and Highline Electrical were also in attendance. The main areas of discussion centered around the reduction in energy costs following the decision to switch off street lights at midnight and the cost implications on changing light units to LED. 
Shropshire Council who supply the energy confirmed that we should now see a reduction of around 40% in energy costs. Before any decision could be taken on changing the light units to LED, Highline Electrical would carry out an annual maintenance check. They would then be able to establish which concrete columns may need replacing and whether some would need relocating to fit within the correct distance between columns if LED light units are fitted. The estimated cost for an LED unit was £320.
Investigations would be carried out to see if any grant funding was available as the initial estimate for converting all the street lighting units to LED was £44,000. Oswestry Town Council, who had recently carried out some conversions, would also be contacted. It was also suggested that the larger wattage units should be changed to LED lighting first.

	Parish Clerk

	016/01/15.C
	Correspondence

All items of correspondence had been circulated to all Members at the meeting, which included;

· Canal & River Trust – noted.
· Police Report – noted.

· Energy Consultant – noted.

· SALC Area Committee Meeting – Cllr S. Schofield & N. Graham to attend.
· Buckingham Palace Garden Parties 2015 – nominee to be put forward Cllr G. Pennington.

	Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Action

	017/01/15.C

	Members Reports
Cllr B. Herbert reported a street light not working opposite Stans Superstore.
Cllr D. Laing reported pot holes in Cottage Lane by Cross Lanes Farm and junction to new barn conversions. Cllr D. Laing also reported a manhole cover opposite Chapel in Ellesmere Road sinking badly.

Cllr S. Schofield reported the road surface very pitted on the Overton Road at New Ifton. Cllr S. Schofield also reported that the road markings on either side of Escob bridge need re painting.

Cllr J. Stevens said that as you drive from Escob Bridge towards Gledrid there is a new pothole just as you reach the road sign warning of horses crossing.
	Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk



	018/01/15.C
	Meeting Dates
The Parish Clerk presented a schedule of meeting dates for 2015. These were Noted & Approved.


	

	019/01/15.C
	Exclusion of the Press & Public

Resolved: “That under Section 100(A) of the Local Government Act 1992, the public and Press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 5 of part 1 of the Schedule12A of the Act.


	

	020/01/15.C
	Meeting Attendance

Members were asked to consider the non-attendance by Members at any meetings of the council (Local Government Act 1972, s 85(1) and (2). The Parish Clerk explained that as Cllr E. Harkiss had failed throughout six consecutive months to attend any meetings of the council she ceases automatically to be a member of the council.

Proposed:
Cllr J. Stevens

Seconded:
Cllr A. Kynaston-Jones
Resolved:
that the Parish Clerk puts in the necessary procedures to 

now fill this vacancy.

	Parish Clerk

	
	There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting 

closed at 20.22 p.m.

Signed ………………………………
Date ……………….
	Chairman
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