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PACT Meetings

Oswestry Rural South surgeries

22nd   July
Outside Ruyton XI Towns Memorial Hall.  7:0pm

26th   Aug
Outside Llanymynech village hall. 7.0pm

23rd   Sep
Outside Maesbrook village hall.  7.0pm.
4th     Aug
Knockin Assembly Rooms, Knockin. 7.0pm.

Weston Rhyn surgeries

8th     July
Weston Rhyn village institute. 6:0pm

22nd  July
Cross Keys, Selattyn. 10:0am

6th    Aug
Weston Rhyn village institute.  6:0pm.

19th  Aug
Cross Keys, Selattyn. 10.0am

2nd    Sep
Weston Rhyn village institute. 6.0pm.

12th  Sep
Cross Keys, Selattyn. 6.0pm.

St. Martin’s surgeries

28th   July
St. Martin’s community centre. 3:0pm

25th   Aug
St. Martin’s community centre. 3.0pm
22nd   Sep
St. Martin’s community centre. 3.0pm

Gobowen and Whittington surgeries

11th  July
Whittington Castle Tearooms.  1.0am.
8th    Aug
Whittington Castle Tearooms.  11.0am.

Trends in Crime in Shropshire
SHROPSHIRE LOW CRIME BUT NOT NO CRIME AREA

Shropshire Policing Board has congratulated Territorial Commander, Peter Lightwood, and his team of officers, staff and volunteers on their year end performance.  In particular praise was given for their recent targeted action with partners to address the issue of GHB drug use in Oswestry, which had been raised at a Police Authority public meeting in January.

Following a meeting of the Shropshire Policing Board, Chair, Councillor Miles Kenny, said:  “Shropshire continues to be a low crime area but this does not mean that Shropshire is a no crime area.  People should continue to be vigilant and take steps to prevent opportunist crimes such as locking their sheds, not leaving valuables in view in their cars and securing their bikes when unattended.”

Figures for the year ending 31 March 2011 show that the total number of crimes recorded in Shropshire has been reduced to 13,501 from 16,070 in 2008/09.   The number of domestic burglaries has been reduced to 526 from 688 and the number of serious violence against the person incidents recorded has reduced to 166 from 192.  Whilst confidence in the local police has increased from 48% to 58% and user satisfaction has increased from 85% to 88% compared to two years ago.

The Shropshire Policing Board, which is made up of West Mercia Police Authority Members Miles Kenny, Robin Bennett, Kate Pready-James and Michael Wood, meets regularly with the Territorial Commander to monitor delivery of the West Mercia Policing Plan in Shropshire

Crime in the Oswestry Section

Crime numbers have increased slightly, although the numbers for acquisitive crime for the quarter have fallen slightly.

The numbers of dwelling burglaries have decreased significantly from the high numbers recorded in the last quarter.

The numbers of burglaries of sheds and outbuildings are down, slightly, and are spread across the area.

Numbers of thefts from vehicles have risen, but with no particular area suffering more than any other. Property (especially satnavs, laptop computers and mobile phones) should not be left in vehicles.

Thefts of scrap, batteries, copper and lead are becoming more of a  problem in the Oswestry area and householders are asked to remain vigilant and report and sightings of suspicious persons and/or vehicles, especially if the registration number of any vehicle is obtained, as this information is particularly useful to police.
Police Activities
Operation Livewire Re-Launches in Shropshire

Scrap metal merchants across Shropshire were urged by police to ensure their “houses were in order” as officers launched a fresh crackdown on metal thefts.

Although the vast majority of scrap dealers run a legitimate business, metal thieves are managing to sell-on their ill-gotten gains and police will be carrying out a series of spot checks on yards throughout the county.

Working closely with the Environment Agency, which is responsible for ensuring both those collecting scrap and those buying it have the correct licences and insurance, and other agencies including the council and security marking firm SmartWater, police aim to give thieves nowhere to go with their stolen metal.

Man Arrested and £100,000 Metal Seized in North Shropshire Operation
A man was arrested and up to £100,000 of suspected stolen metal seized after police carried out a spot check on a scrap yard near Market Drayton as part of a crackdown on metal thefts across the county.

In the large-scale multi-agency Operation Ultraviolet, officers from West Mercia Police and British Transport Police conducted a search at a scrap yard near Hinstock.

Assisted by staff from BT, SmartWater, the Environment Agency and Shropshire Council’s licensing department, officers found large amounts of copper cabling, road signs, drain covers and other items they suspect may be stolen.
Fraudulent Emails

Police are receiving reports of fraudulent email communications which promise cash refunds and ask for bank account details and, in one case, for fax copies of personal ID documents. Currently, genuine-looking communications promising refunds are circulating purporting to come from HMRC (Tax Rebate) and British Gas.

Take great care when responding to unsolicited emails which ask for personal bank details and account numbers.
Police in Oswestry Provide Shed Burglar Alarms 

Police in Oswestry have received funding to buy 100 shed alarms to help deter burglars on the lookout for garden tools and machinery.

Sergeant Andy Pugh successfully applied to the West Mercia Police community fund for a grant to buy alarms for some of the most vulnerable people in the area.

Sergeant Pugh said he tasked Community Support Officers in the area to identify people considered most vulnerable including the elderly and those at risk from repeat victimisation.

Clearly, there are not enough to supply everyone but there are sufficient to make a real difference. 

The alarms are also being promoted to local farmers while PC Simon Clarke is showing them to Rural Watch members and to the growing number of allotment groups in the area.

Sergeant Pugh said the Police Authority had also provided funding for 30 SmartWater property marking kits for victims of domestic burglaries.  He added: “Fortunately, we are a low crime area for household burglaries but anything which provides greater security is well worth having.

Successful Outcomes 
Man Arrested in Leukaemia Scam Investigation 
A 28-year-old man has been arrested on suspicion of obtaining money from businesses in Shropshire and Herefordshire through fraudulent claims concerning leukaemia victims.

Police have been investigating a series of complaints about a man calling at shops and other business premises claiming to be collecting in connection with the death of a young boy from leukaemia.

Police are investigating complaints from a total of 30 shops and other businesses in Shropshire and Herefordshire – four in Oswestry, four in Ellesmere and 22 in Leominster.

Two Arrested over Superstore Lead Theft

Two men were arrested on suspicion of stealing lead from the roof of a local supermarket.

Police officers were at the Asda superstore in Old Potts Way within minutes of receiving a call about two men spotted on the roof of the building.

Detective Chief Inspector Alan Edwards, head of Shropshire CID, said: “Officers were able to respond quickly on receiving information and as a result, two men were apprehended on suspicion of theft.

“This incident illustrates how early information can bring positive results.  We depend on members of the public relaying information about suspicious activity to us.  All they need to do is call 0300-333-3000 with the details and we will check it out.

Two men have been arrested on suspicion of robbery after an elderly man was taken to hospital following an incident at an address in Oswestry.

Following extensive police enquiries, a 25-year-old man and a 23-year-old man were arrested on suspicion of robbery in the Oswestry area.
Wildlife Search Warrant at Shropshire Farm
A multi-agency search of a Shropshire farm resulted in two men being arrested and various items seized.

Police, the RSPCA and animal welfare officers were involved in executing the warrant at the farm premises in Alveley, near Bridgnorth.

The warrant was granted by magistrates under the Wildlife Crime and Theft Acts and was carried out following a briefing at Bridgnorth police station.

Around 25 police officers, including members of the Special Constabulary, were supported by officials from the RSPCA, Shropshire Council’s animal welfare unit, the National Wildlife Crime Unit and the National Plant and Equipment Register (TER).

They searched the farmhouse, various outbuildings and a caravan.  Among the items seized were firearms ammunition, cannabis, several wild goldfinches and £8,700 cash.

A 58-year-old man was arrested on suspicion of possessing ammunition for a firearm without a certificate and obstructing the police.  A 20-year-old man was arrested on suspicion of the same firearms offence, possessing a controlled drug and theft.

During execution of the search warrant, the RSPCA issued warnings with regards to the farm’s livestock, including a direction to clean and improve conditions.  

Shropshire Council is also investigating suspected offences relating to possessing horses without the correct documentation and sheep movement regulations.
Cannabis
In June 2011 a warrant was carried out on an address in Minsterley, a quantity of cannabis was found and a male aged 32 was arrested on suspicion of intent to supply cannabis.
What do you need to know about cannabis and its cultivation, and how can you help to keep your community safe.

Some facts about cannabis

Cannabis cultivation can facilitate a range of serious organised crimes.

Harmful to young people – The Home Office ‘Cannabis Potency Study' published in 2008 found that the majority of the cannabis on the streets is now ‘skunk'. This contains an average of 16.2% THC (Tetrahydrocannabinol), whereas the traditional imported cannabis was 8.4%. The stronger potency leads to more anti social and criminal behaviour. The risks of developing mental health problems associated with cannabis use increase five-fold. 
A cannabis ‘factory’ could steal about £30,000 of electricity per year by bypassing the supply.  About 80 600watt lamps are used to cultivate the plants. Both activities represent a serious fire hazard.

How do you spot cannabis farming?

· The windows of the property are permanently covered from the inside 

· Visits to the premises occur at unusual times of the day or night 

· People often do not live in the premises and only visit to maintain them. Offenders may call daily or weekly but usually do not stay long 

· There may be a vent protruding through the roof or a rear window 

· There may be a pungent smell coming from the premises 

· There may be noise coming from the equipment in the premises (i.e. cooling fans) 

· Black bin bags or laundry bags for removal of cannabis or by-products, such as used fertilizer 

· Compost bags or gardening equipment left outside, usually in the rear of the premises

If you know of anyone who is dealing drugs or cultivating cannabis please contact your local Police team or Crime stoppers on 0800 555 111. All calls are treated in the strictest confidence.
Observations of a Local Police Officer

· Police urge farmers and land owners to take care whilst working on fields during wet weather as a great deal of mud is often transferred to the lanes when the heavy machinery leaves the fields. It is their responsibility to clean up. 
· There are a few drivers who feel they can get away with drinking and driving in rural areas. These will be targeted and prosecuted if caught.
· Speeding traffic is still a factor of concern in all rural locations. All drivers are urged to show due consideration. Local drivers are often the worst offenders being more familiar with the roads.

· It is quite apparent that a number of persons driving tractors are driving without due care to other road users and using mobile phone Using a mobile phone whilst driving will result in either a penalty ticket or a court appearance.
Crime Prevention Advice

Garden and Allotment Crime

West Mercia Police is urging green-fingered residents to help the force ‘weed out’ garden crime by reviewing and improving their garden, shed and allotment security. 

Although many people take steps to protect their homes and the property inside them, they leave valuable equipment in gardens and unsecured sheds, providing easy pickings for opportunist thieves.
 

Top tips for a safer garden: 


• Gates, fences and walls should be kept in good repair

• Grow prickly plants close to windows, fences, boundary walls and drainpipes

• Don’t leave expensive equipment like garden tools, mowers, mountain bikes and power tools in the shed

• If you have nowhere else to store valuable equipment, take measures to secure your shed

• Don’t leave ladders and tools lying around in your garden – these could be used to break into your home

• Mark your garden tools and equipment with your postcode.

 

For more garden, shed and allotment security advice, contact your local policing team on 0300 333 3000. 

 

Renovating Property? New Builds? Property Unoccupied? Beware of Copper Thefts
Over the past few months we have been advised of a number of thefts of copper piping and copper cylinders from empty properties. These can either be properties new builds under construction, property unoccupied whilst undergoing renovation or property unoccupied where the owner has gone in to care.

Metals such as copper and lead are a valuable and tempting target for thieves.
With thefts on the rise there are a number of precautions you can take to protect your empty property.

Keeping An Eye Out:
· Ask neighbours to keep an eye on your property.
· Tell them who your contractors are and when they are due on site. 

· Urge them to report any suspicious persons or vehicles to the police. 

 Security Measures:
· Ensure sturdy, high quality locks are fitted to all doors and windows. 

· Install an alarm and/or security lighting.  

· If possible do not store metal items on site. 

· Security mark any metal with a UV product that will identify it as yours if stolen. 

Police Warning – Secure Your Cars and Remove Valuables
Police have issued a warning to people visiting the Shropshire countryside to make sure they secure their cars and remove all valuables.

They say opportunist thieves will target vehicles left at isolated rural locations, especially the county’s beauty spots.

The summer holiday periods traditionally see an increase in vehicle crime with thieves keeping a watch for visitors departing on a walk before smashing a window or forcing a door to steal property left on view.

Prime targets are handbags, sat-nav systems, cash, CDs, shopping and clothing.

A West Mercia Police spokesperson said: “Walkers and others visiting the countryside need to safeguard their vehicles by ensuring they are left secure with anything of value removed if possible.  If it’s not possible to take possessions with you, then at least make sure nothing is left on view.  Lock it in the boot.

Police are also issuing a similar warning to people parked at hotels in the county, especially if staying overnight.

The police spokesperson added: “If you spot someone behaving strangely near parked cars, and your suspicions are raised, do not hesitate to call the police on 0300-333-3000.”

Please be alert and vigilant.  If you witness any suspicious behaviour or have any information to report please call the Police straight away on 0300 333 3000.
If you see suspicious behaviour, try to get a description of the person/s and make a note of their direction of travel.

In an emergency always dial 999
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