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St Martins Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the St Martins Parish Council held on Thursday 11th September 2014 at 7.00 p.m. in The Moors Community Centre, St Martins.

PRESENT:
Councillors A. Allum, G. Fryer, N. Graham, M. Hayball, B. Herbert, J. Hoos, 
D. Laing, A. Kynaston-Jones, D. Laing, B. Latham, J. Sands, J. Stevens, 

S. Schofield and H. Williams.
Also in attendance: three members of the public, Shropshire Councillor
S. Davenport, Corrie Davies, Shropshire Community Enablement Officer
and the Parish Clerk.

In the Chair: Councillor S. Schofield
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming Members to the meeting. 
	075/09/14.C
	Openness of Local Government Regulations 2014.

Members noted that the Government has published a Plain English Guide to the Openness of Local Government Regulations 2014. The Regulations allow 
members of the public, including citizens and professional journalists, to: use modern technology and communication methods such as filming, audio-
recording, blogging and tweeting to report the proceedings of the meetings of English councils and other local government bodies.
Proposed:
Councillor J. Stevens

Seconded:
Councillor D. Laing

Resolved:
that due to the above new guide, Standing Order 3m is 


suspended for this meeting.
	Action

	076/09/14.C
	Public Participation

Mr Ron Jones expressed concern over the state of the canal towpath from St Martins Moors Bridge. He suggested a gravel path at least 1m wide is installed along this stretch which would then hopefully attract more tourists to the area. The main problem was that the Canal & River Trust own this towpath and don’t allow anyone to carry our work on it unless authorized by themselves. He felt money was available through the Big Lottery and landfill tax but would require support from the parish council. Agreed to include this as an agenda item at the October meeting.
Mrs Alison Wilding expressed concern over a property 2 down from garage in St Martins towards the village which has had its hedge cut back but left quite large hedge spikes sticking out, health & safety issue with children now passing this area and close to new crossing when this is operational. This would be reported to highways.
	Action

	077/09/14.C
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors E. Harkiss (family issues) and G. Pennington (away on business). The police had also reported that no one was available to attend the meeting.
 
	

	078/09/14.C
	Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
RESOLVED to note that no Disclosable Pecuniary interests were received on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Act 2001 and no applications for dispensations.
	

	079/09/14.C
	Minutes

Proposed:
Councillor H. Williams
Seconded:
Councillor J. Hoos
Resolved:
with 1 abstention, that the minutes of the meeting of the 

Full Council held on Thursday 10th July 2014, having been 
previously circulated be confirmed as a correct record, 
signed by the Chairman and adopted.

	Chairman

	
	
	

	080/09/14.C
	Shropshire Community Enablement
The Chairman welcomed Corrie Davies, Shropshire Community Enablement Officer to the meeting. 

Corrie explained her role within Shropshire Council which includes assistance with grant applications, supporting local groups and organisations and working with Shropshire Council Members who represent Oswestry and surrounding rural areas. She gave a number of examples where she had assisted parish councils in applying for funding. She had also assisted in parish planning and place plan reviews. 

Councillor A. Kynaston-Jones suggested Corrie might be able to help on funding for the canal towpath.

Councillor J. Stevens suggested that as our place plan was some 3 to 4 years out of date and should be reviewed as a matter of urgency. He added that the Recreation Services committee would be also looking at the SAMDev which would bring in a new recreation plan area. 

The Chairman felt that sometime in the future we should get all interested groups in the parish together to review what extra facilities were required.
The Chairman thanked Corrie for her report.

	Action

	081/09/14.C
	Appointment of Representatives to Outside Bodies and Organisations 2014/2015

Following her election to Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor 

S. Schofield had decided to stand down from the following Outside Bodies and Organisations and therefore there was still the following vacancy to fill;

Area Committee SALC (1) –Councillor S. Schofield agreed to stand for another year.
	

	
	
	

	082/09/14.C
	Progress Report

The Parish Clerk gave the following verbal report;

Public Participation:- 
Open and Accountable Local Government changes noted.
Police:- 
Latest crime report including more details on incident times.

Finance:- 
Accounts for payment included;
E Davies - Salary & Expenses August/September
£1303.83

Post Office - PAYE





  £532.70

Shropshire Council - Street Lighting


£1624.93

Shropshire Council - Election expenses 2013

  £100.00

Nigel Thomas - Play Area Inspections


  £108.00

Mazars - External Audit




  £360.00

Agritel - Stationery





  £233.82

St Martins Village Life




  £600.00

Daren Brewer - Cleaning Play Areas


  £230.00

Selattyn & Gobowen PC - Planters


  £367.95

Planning:- 
Still no amended plans for Bower Farm



Chairman & Councillor John Stevens had met David Parker

Shropshire Council:- All highway issues have been reported but lack of progress due to staff holidays, Shropshire Councillor Steve Davenport had assisted. Place Plan update to go to next Executive Committee meeting.

Next Meetings:-
Recreation Services Committee 2nd October at 6.00 pm




Executive Committee 2nd October at 7.30 pm




Council 9th October at 7.00 pm

	

	083/09/14.C
	Police Report

Members had already received the latest monthly report on recent incidents in the parish that had been recorded by the police. 
Concern was expressed by some Councillors over the lack of interest shown by the police recently over a number of incidents in the parish. These concerns would be passed to the West Mercia Police & Crime Commissioner Bill Longmore and the Police Inspector for the area who will be invited to the next meeting to explain why these incidents were classed as low priority and not followed up.
Councillor J. Hoos requested more police presence at the new roundabout by the school on safety grounds as there was little warning for drivers approaching this change in priority at this junction. Councillor D. Laing felt it was the local people who have trouble with this change. 
	Action

Parish Clerk

	
	
	

	084/09/14.C
	Financial Matters

084.1
Accounts for payment; 
1929
E. Davies, Salary/Expenses (Aug/Sept)

        £1303.83
1930
Post Office, PAYE





£532.70

1931
Shropshire Council, Street Lighting

         £1624.93

1932
Shropshire Council, Elections 2013


£100.00
1933
Nigel Thomas, play area inspections


£108.00

1934
Mazars, external audit




£360.00

1935
Agritel, Stationery





£233.82

1936
St Martins Village Life




£600.00

1937
D. Brewer, Play Areas (September) 


£230.00

1938
Selattyn & Gobowen PC, Planters


£367.95

Proposed:

Councillor H. Williams

Seconded:

Councillor J. Stevens

Resolved:
that the above payments be authorized.
084.2
Income

There was no income to report.

084.3
Bank Statements

These were on file and noted.

084.4
External Audit.

The Parish Clerk reported that Mazars had reported that on the basis of their review, in their opinion the information in the annual return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters have come to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. These comments were noted.

	Parish Clerk

Action

	085/09/14.C
	Planning
The following schedule of planning applications was considered;

New Planning Applications published on 01/05/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins

Reference:  14/01787/OUT (validated: 22/04/2014)

Address:  Proposed Residential Development Land NW of Bower Farm, St Martins, Shropshire

Proposal:  Outline application for development of retirement bungalows

Applicant: Mr Cosmo Lloyd (Unit 2 St Martins Business Park, Ellesmere Road, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3BE)
Members noted that no amended plans had been received for this application.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Planning Applications published on 14/07/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins

Reference:  14/03176/OUT (validated: 13/07/2014)

Address:  Proposed Residential Development SW of Gilrhos St Martins Shropshire
Proposal:  Outline application for the erection of 10 no. dwellings (all matters reserved)
Resolved:
that the Parish Council object on the following grounds; 


too many houses on site, unsuitable site for development 

due to frequent flooding in a low lying area, poor access 

and visibility and outside the SAMDev.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Reference:  14/03365/REM (validated: 07/08/2014)

Address:  Bower Farm, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3AN

Proposal:  Reserved matters pursuant to Outline planning permission ref 14/00589/OUT for residential development of 26 no. dwellings to include access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale

Applicant: CGL Homes Ltd (FAO Mr Cosmo Ltd, Ellesmere Road Business Estate, Ellesmere Road, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, United Kingdom)

Resolved: 
that the Parish Council object on the following grounds; 


plots 25 to 38 should be bungalows and not houses so 


that they do not overlook existing bungalows adjacent to 

Overton Road which these would back onto.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
New Planning Applications published on 15/08/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins

Reference:  14/03655/VAR (validated: 12/08/2014)

Address:  Shropshire Leisure Ltd, Moreton Park Garden Centre, Gledrid, Chirk, Wrexham, Shropshire, LL14 5DG

Proposal:  Variation of Condition No.3 (sales) attached to planning permission 01/11540/FUL to enable the sale of household furniture and fittings on the site

Applicant: Moreton Park Garden Centre (Mrs Alyson Haywood, Chirk Road, Chirk, Wrexham, Shropshire, LL14 5DG)

Resolved:
that the Parish Council raise no objections to this 



application.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
There had been no planning applications received after the date of publication of the agenda for this meeting.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Members noted the following planning decisions and recommendations of the planning authority listed in the schedule below.

Planning Decisions published on 16/07/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins

Reference:  14/02160/FUL (validated: 21/05/2014)

Address:  Thornham, Moors Lane, St Martins Moor, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 7BQ

Proposal:  Conversion and extension of garage into family annexe; improvements to parking and access arrangement

Decision:  Grant Permission

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Planning Decisions published on 24/07/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins

Reference:  14/00589/OUT (validated: 13/02/2014)

Address:  Bower Farm, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3AN

Proposal:  Outline application (all matters reserved) for residential development

Decision:  Grant Permission

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Planning Decisions published on 07/08/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins

Reference:  13/01233/OUT (validated: 03/04/2013)

Address:  Land Adjoining Croft Cottage, Moors Lane, St Martins Moor, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 7BQ

Proposal:  Outline application for the erection of a detached dwelling

Decision:  Grant Permission

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Planning Decisions published on 15/08/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins

Reference:  14/02264/FUL (validated: 20/06/2014)

Address:  Dorian House, St. Martins, Oswestry, SY11 3DJ

Proposal:  Erection of porch to front elevation

Decision:  Grant Permission

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Councillor J. Stevens reported on a meeting he and Councillor S. Schofield had with David Parker. They went through the plans he had for the residential development on land at Griffin Farm, St. Martins and they made it clear to him that the parish council would not be interested in any land swaps.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


	Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Action

Parish Clerk

Action


	086/09/14.C
	Coal Bed Methane Extraction

Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport reported that Shropshire Council had deferred a decision on this until the end of October. However he added that everyone was walking into this blindly and he was trying to give all Shropshire Councillors as much information as possible on why they should not approve this application but was also coming against a brick wall with officers at the County. However he was still trying to arrange a meeting with all his members at Shrewsbury Town Football club.

As regards the enquiry with the Coal Authority to research their mining records for relevant plans, the Parish Clerk reported that he would need details of all sites that we required before this could take place.
Councillor N. Graham said that some local authorities are changing their policies and not allow coal bed methane extraction in their area.

	Cllr Steve Davenport


	087/09/14.C

	Shropshire Council

Members noted items of correspondence received from Shropshire Council since the last meeting.

Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport reported on the following;
Still some road issues including the crossing at the school. An open day would be held on the 7th October 2014. The majority of people who had visited the school were very pleased with all the facilities. Councillor J. Stevens said he still had concerns over the width of the footpath in this area.

On taxi licensing, now carrying out checks on drivers as well as their vehicles.

Councillor H. Williams felt the 30 mph should be extended along Ellesmere Road as there had already been three incidents over the last twelve months.
Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport said he was still trying to get speed warning signs on all approach roads into the village. Councillor G. Fryer felt there should always be a 40 mph restriction before you enter a 30 mph area. Councillor D. Laing supported these views but questioned who would enforce these as the police always seem to be against any changes.

Councillor J. Hoos felt there should now be school warning signs put up by the new school and the old ones removed.

Councillor D. Laing asked when the SAMDev will be approved. Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport said these are still with the inspector.

 
	Action

	088/09/14.C
	Shropshire Council – 5 Years Housing Land Supply

With reference to the updated Shropshire Five Year Housing Land 
Supply Statement that had recently been published on the Shropshire Council’s web site, Councillor J. Stevens questioned how they worked out that 20% of 5 years was 5.47 and not 6.

	

	089/09/14.C
	Planters

Councillor H. Williams reported that she had now obtained some quotations for different designs of planters which were made out of steel. Now need to check whether these have water reservoirs included. The estimated cost of these were around £120 each.
Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport
Proposed:

Councillor J. Stevens

Seconded:

Councillor G. Fryer

Resolved:
with 10 votes for and 3 abstentions that Councillors S. 


Schofield and H. Williams have delegated powers to 


purchase these new planters and make arrangements for 

these to be installed.

Proposed:

Councillor J. Stevens

Seconded:

Councillor H. Williams 

Resolved:
that Standing Orders are suspended and the meeting 


continues as we were now at the 2 hour standing order 


limit. This was agreed.


	

	090/09/14.C
	Street Lighting

Following a number of complaints from residents over the decision to switch off the street lights at midnight, Members were asked to consider carrying out a survey of residents in St Martins on recent changes to “Parish” and “County” lighting.

Councillor J. Stevens read out the details of a survey form he had suggested could be included in the next edition of the Village Life.

Proposed:

Councillor N. Graham

Seconded:

Councillor D. Laing 

Resolved:
with 1 abstention that this survey is carried out.

	Action

Cllr John Stevens

	091/09/14.C
	World War 1

Councillor G. Fryer said they had identified the street lights which they considered suitable for the display of poppies. The Parish Clerk showed Members the event poppies recently obtained through the British Legion. The Chairman felt these were not suitable and she expressed concern on how these would be attached to the street lighting columns.

Proposed:

Councillor G. Fryer

Seconded:

Councillor D. Laing 

Resolved:
with 10 votes for, 2 votes against and 1 abstention that 


these poppies were not suitable for attaching to the street 

lighting columns.

It was also agreed that Members take note of what other authorities are using.
	Parish Clerk

	
	
	

	092/09/14.C
	Remembrance Sunday

Councillor N. Graham agreed to make arrangements, as in previous years, for this year’s Remembrance Sunday on the 9th November 2014. Details of arrangements for Councillors seating in the church, position and parade details from the war memorial, wreath laying, flag flying, PA System and road closures would be included in the agreed schedule of events for the day.

	Cllr Neil Graham & Parish Clerk

	093/09/14.C
	Correspondence

All items of correspondence had been circulated to all Members at the meeting, which included;

· Ifton Primary
· Drainage Works

· Severn Dee News

· SALC – Area Committee

· Sunday Bus Services – Weston Rhyn Parish Council

· BT – Connecting Shropshire

· Clerks & Councils Direct

· Shropshire Council – Extract from SAMDev Plan

· Shropshire Council Community Tree Scheme

· Road Closure – Old Ifton Junction

	Action

	094/09/14.C

	Members Reports
Councillor J. Hoos reported that as you turn into Moors Lane, the hedge on left needs cutting back plus branches removed from around the street light in the same area.

Councillor J. Hoos also reported that the Sycamore Tree by Bus Stop at the junction to Moors Lane needs cutting back.

Councillor J. Stevens said litter was not being picked up on highway verges from the school to Gledrid Roundabout.

Councillor G. Fryer asked for extra litter bin (dual purpose) for Cottage Lane.

Councillor D. Laing said that in Coopers Lane (Adjacent to Avalon) repairs to pot hole are now breaking up and sinking below road surface.

Councillor J. Sands reported a water leak in Darky Lane and water coming off fields in Wigginton Area and silting up gullies.

Councillor A Allum said that the group of 3 food takeaways by school are in a poor state outside and suggest a visit from Environmental Health.

Councillor H. Williams said that Overton Road only has one street name plate and suggested we need additional ones.

	Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk
Parish Clerk
Parish Clerk
Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

	
	There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting 

closed at 21.25 p.m.

Signed ………………………………
Date ……………….
	Chairman
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