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St Martins Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the St Martins Parish Council held on Thursday 9th October 2014 at 7.00 p.m. in The St Martins Community Centre, St Martins.

PRESENT:
Councillors G. Fryer, N. Graham, D. Laing, B. Latham, J. Sands, J. Stevens, 

S. Schofield and H. Williams.
Also in attendance: one member of the public and the Parish Clerk.

In the Chair: Councillor S. Schofield
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming Members to the meeting. 
	111/10/14.C
	Openness of Local Government Regulations 2014.

Councillor J. Stevens said that it was resolved at the last meeting that due to these new Government guidelines on the Openness of Local Government Regulations 2014, Standing Order 3m is suspended until such times as these Standing Orders can be amended and adopted. This was agreed.
	Action

	112/10/14.C
	Public Participation

Mrs. Wilkins from Cottage Lane expressed concern over a recent notice from Shropshire Towns and Rural Housing who stated that it is their intention to build 4, one bedroom apartments at Cottage Lane. 

The Parish Clerk said he would be reporting on this under planning but at this stage he had not received an official planning application.

	

	113/10/14.C
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors A. Allum, 

M. Hayball (work), J. Hoos (another meeting), A. Kynaston-Jones (unable to attend) and Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport (another meeting).

	

	114/10/14.C
	Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
Councillors D. Laing and S. Schofield declared a personal interest in item 130/10/14.C – St Martins Centre Contracts Review.
RESOLVED to note that no Disclosable Pecuniary interests were received on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Act 2001 and no applications for dispensations.

	

	115/10/14.C
	Minutes

Proposed:
Councillor D. Laing
Seconded:
Councillor H. Williams
Resolved:
with 1 abstention, that the minutes of the meeting of the 

Full Council held on Thursday 11th September 2014, having 
been previously circulated be confirmed as a correct 

record, signed by the Chairman and adopted following a 
minor amendment to add the following at Minute 94/09/14.C 
‘Councillor B. Latham reported hedges overgrown and 
need cutting back at the Junction of Ellesmere Road and 
Mount Bradford and outside Ash Grove in Overton Road’

	Action
Chairman

	
	
	

	116/10/14.C
	Recreation Services Committee

Proposed:

Councillor H. Williams

Seconded:

Councillor J. Stevens

Resolved:
with 1 abstention, that the minutes of the meeting of the 


Recreation Services Committee held on Thursday 2nd 


October 2014, having been previously circulated be noted 

and adopted.


	

	117/10/14.C
	Executive Committee

Proposed:

Councillor H. Williams

Seconded:

Councillor J. Stevens

Resolved:
with 1 abstention, that the minutes of the meeting of the 


Executive Committee held on Thursday 2nd October 2014, 

having been previously circulated be noted 
and adopted.

Councillor John Stevens then went through the Oswestry Area Revised Place Plan. Items highlighted in green are considered important to St Martins Parish, Items struck through in Red are to be deleted from the next version of the Place Plan and Items in Orange are new and should be included in the next version of the Place Plan. Items not marked in any way should continue to be included in the next version of the Place Plan.
Councillor H. Williams said this was a very good document and thanked Councillor J. Stevens for all the hard work he had put into this revision.
	

	
	
	

	118/10/14.C
	Progress Report

The Parish Clerk gave the following verbal report;

Finance:- 
Accounts for payment

E Davies


Salary & Expenses October
  £907.90

Nigel Thomas

Play Area Inspections

    £48.00

The Moors Church Hall
Room Hire



    £15.00

Highline Electrical

Street Lighting Repairs

  £398.40

Daren Brewer

Cleaning Play Areas

  £230.00

Shropshire Council:- Report/update from Divisional Surveyor
The Ellesmere road layby, we inspect and keep safe. SC had previously quoted the p.c. for resurfacing this area.

SC have written to a couple of properties on Moors lane and one hedge has already been cut back. We have just cut the main road frontage to Moors Lane.

The parish council were also looking into re-siting the street lights on Moors lane which are 5m behind the hedge.

A trunk road litter pick is currently taking place.

We are monitoring Cottage lane to see if a new bin is required.

Darky Lane Wigginton will be jetted during the autumn.

The area around the takeaways was being tidied up last week and I would assume the public protection people inspect the remainder.

I have ordered a couple more Overton road street name plates, any suggestions for locations. Members suggested by the mini roundabout by Stan’s, Ifton School area and by the Doctors surgery/Oak Drive. 

The garden village footway entrance is fine.

The conifer hedge has been trimmed back to our satisfaction and the area on Moors lane is private.

We have surfaced a number of roads around Penybryn, New farm lane and Glyn Morlas.

Next Meeting:-
Council 6th November at 7.00 pm


	Action

Parish Clerk

	119/10/14.C
	Police Report

Members had already received the latest monthly report on recent incidents in the parish that had been recorded by the police.
Councillor H. Williams expressed concern that burglaries were on the increase in St Martins. She added that we should all be aware of what is going on around us and check our next door neighbours, especially the elderly.

The Chairman said she had some posters and window stickers for Halloween night. These were available from the Community Centre.

	Action

	120/10/14.C
	Financial Matters

120.1
Accounts for payment; 
1939
E. Davies, Salary/Expenses (October)

           £907.90
1940
Nigel Thomas, play area inspections


  £48.00

1941
The Moors Community Centre, Room Hire

  £15.00

1942
Highline Electrical, Street Lighting Repairs

£398.40

1943
D. Brewer, Play Areas (October) 



£230.00

1944
Helen Williams, Planters etc.



£156.78

Proposed:

Councillor N. Graham
Seconded:

Councillor J. Stevens

Resolved:
that the above payments be authorized.
120.2
Income

There was no income to report.

120.3
Bank Statements

These were on file and noted.
	Parish  Clerk



	121/10/14.C
	Planning
The following schedule of planning applications was considered;

New Planning Applications published on 01/05/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins

Reference:  14/01787/OUT (validated: 22/04/2014)

Address:  Proposed Residential Development Land NW of Bower Farm, St Martins, Shropshire

Proposal:  Outline application for development of retirement bungalows

Applicant: Mr Cosmo Lloyd (Unit 2 St Martins Business Park, Ellesmere Road, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3BE)
Members noted that no amended plans had yet been received for this application.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Planning Applications published on 02/10/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins

Reference:  14/0393/OUT (validated: 02/10/2014)

Address:  Trevor House, Church Lane, St Martins, Shropshire. SY11 3AP

Proposal:  Outline planning application for the erection of 1 no dwelling (all matters reserved).

Applicant: Mr M. Davies, Trevor House, Church Lane, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3AP)
Resolved:
that the parish council raise no objections to this 



application subject to the retention of the adjoining public 

footpath.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To consider any planning applications not listed above that are received after the date of publication of this agenda due to response time frames set by Shropshire Council.
Reference:  14/04020/FUL (validated: 02/10/2014)

Address:  Moreton Park Garden Centre, Gledrid, Chirk, Wrexham, Clwyd. LL14 5DG

Proposal:  Renewal of temporary permission 02/12162 for display of log cabin.

Applicant: Mr Brian Daure, Period Builders Ltd, Chirk, Wrexham, Clwyd. LL14 5DG

Resolved:
that the parish council raise no objections to this 



application.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

There had been no planning decisions received since the last meeting.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Parish Clerk reported on correspondence received from Jason O'Donoghue, Development Manager from Shropshire Towns and Rural Housing who stated that it is their intention to build 4, one bedroom apartments at Cottage Lane and 2, two bedroom houses at Coopers Field. So you are aware of the relationship, Shropshire Towns and Rural Housing manages Shropshire Council’s housing stock, and we would be building these new homes on their land. The properties would then remain in the ownership of Shropshire Council. 
Members were invited to a public consultation event that is being held on Monday 27th October at: Community Room, Cedar Close, St Martins, SY11 3QF. The public event will take place between 14:00 and 18:00, but we would like to invite you to a preview between 13:00 and 14:00. You are of course welcome to come at any time, but you may find it more beneficial to arrive when it is quieter.

	Action

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk


	122/10/14.C
	Coal Bed Methane Extraction

The Parish Clerk reported that there was still no further information from Shropshire Council on the proposed planning application for Coal Bed Methane extraction in the Dudleston area which was due to go before their planning committee on the 25th October 2014.

Proposed:

Councillor H. Williams

Seconded:

Councillor G. Stevens

Resolved:
that the parish council writes on a weekly basis to 


Shropshire Council asking why they have not responded 

to our request for a moratorium to be held before any 


decision is taken.
As regards the enquiry with the Coal Authority to research their mining records for relevant plans, the Parish Clerk reported that he would need details of all sites that we required before this could take place.

	Action

Parish Clerk


	123/10/14.C

	Shropshire Council

Members noted items of correspondence received from Shropshire Council since the last meeting.

Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport had sent his apologies as he was attending another meeting. There were no questions raised to put to Councillor S. Davenport.

	

	124/10/14.C
	Canal Towpath

Members were asked to consider supporting the upgrade of the canal towpath from St Martins Moors Bridge to The Poachers at Chirk Bank. This was following a request from a member of the public who spoke at the last parish council meeting.

Proposed:

Councillor H. Williams

Seconded:

Councillor B. Latham

Resolved:
that the parish council support this request.

After further discussions;

Proposed:

Councillor H. Williams

Seconded:

Councillor J. Stevens

Resolved:
that the parish council writes to the Canal & River Trust 


requesting that the canal towpath from St Martins Moors 

Bridge to The Poachers at Chirk Bank is upgraded as a 


matter of urgency as this is a very well used towpath.

	Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

	125/10/14.C
	Street Lighting

Councillor J. Stevens reported that the street lighting survey form had been included in the latest edition of the Village Life.

So far only 3 responses have been received although the closing date was not until the 31st October 2014.
Councillor S. Schofield reported a number of lights obstructed by branches.
	Parish Clerk
Action

	126/10/14.C
	Remembrance Sunday

Councillor N. Graham reported on arrangements for this year’s Remembrance Sunday on the 9th November 2014. Details of arrangements for Councillors seating in the church, position and parade details from the war memorial, wreath laying, flag flying, PA System have all been agreed.

The Parish Clerk had still to confirm details of the road closures.

	Parish Clerk


	127/10/14.C
	Christmas Tree

Councillor A. Allum had requested through the Chairman whether the Parish Council would allow him to erect a Christmas Tree in the Memorial Garden free of charge and to include the supply and installation of Christmas lights.

Proposed:

Councillor H. Williams

Seconded:

Councillor G. Fryer

Resolved:
that the parish council approves this request from 


Councillor A. Allum.

	Parish Clerk

	128/10/14.C
	Connecting Shropshire

The Chairman reported on an event held last week which was attended by Owen Paterson MP to mark the 100th switching on of a fibre optic cabinet which is located in Coopers Lane. Oak Drive has already be switched on with the one by the Community Centre planned for next week.

Councillor J. Stevens said he would wait and see what speed he got before passing any comment.

	

	129/10/14.C
	Planters

Councillor H. Williams gave the following update on the new planters. These had now been delivered, installed, filled with compost and planted. The barrels had now been resited in the Memorial garden thanks to help from Councillor M. Hayball.

The Chairman thanked Councillor H. Williams for all the work she had put into this which was very much appreciated.


	

	130/10/14.C
	St Martins Centre Contracts Review

Members noted a report of the second quarterly review meeting held on the 

18th September 2014. This had been circulated to all Members. 

Councillor J. Stevens said the litter picking contract was running very smoothly but there were still some concerns that all reports from play inspections should be forwarded to the Parish Clerk and copies sent to Trustee S. Heard and himself. 
Councillor D. Laing said the gate hinge needed removing and the appropriate repairs carried out to the damaged skateboard ramps before they become serious enough to prevent continued use of the skateboard park.                 


	Action

Parish Clerk

	131/10/14.C
	Big Local Partnership

Councillor G. Pennington, as a Partner (committee member) to the Big Local read aloud a briefing letter from Secretary of the Big Local. This was an update of what Partners had done and projected to do in the future. Since it was an information briefing Councillor G. Pennington did not invite questions. However, one comment queried whether the recently employed Youth and Community worker would be employed outside the Three Parishes of Gobowen, St Martins, and Weston Rhyn. Councillor 

G. Pennington replied that he would check and give an answer. A copy of the briefing letter was also circulated to Members who also noted details of a launch event on the 15th November 2014.


	

	132/10/14.C
	Correspondence

All items of correspondence had been circulated to all Members at the meeting, which included;

· St Martins School Opening – Councillor G. Pennington expressed concern that some Members were not aware of this Official Opening event held this week. Councillor D. Laing asked the Chairman if another date could be arranged.
· Road Closure – New Marton to Green Lane, noted.
· Public Footpaths – footpath 16 & 17 diversion orders, noted.
· Street Naming – Shropshire Council had forwarded the following new street names for the development site adjoining Garden Village; Roads 1 & 5 Irvine Road, Roads 3 & 4 Ceiriog Way and Road 2 Kinalt  Crescent. After some discussion Members agreed on Ceiriog Way and Kinalt Crescent but agreed that Irvine Road had no connection to the village and should be named Hollands Drive.
· New Crossing – correspondence received from W. L. Roberts expressing concern over the controlled crossing at the end of Church Lane and no response from Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport to these concerns.
· Bus Services – changes noted but a request for the No. 2 service to come further into the village and turn around at Coopers Lane similar to No. 35 service.
· Broadband – update noted.

	Chairman
Parish Clerk
Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Action

	133/10/14.C

	Members Reports
Councillor B. Latham reported a road sign knocked down at the junction of Clark’s Lane and Fach Lane. He also reported a manhole cover sinking into the road in the village and expressed concern that some of the bollards around the corner of Cottage Lane and Ellesmere Road have been pushed at an angle making it very difficult for pedestrians to use this footpath and negotiate this very dangerous corner.

Councillor H. Williams expressed concern that that although some of the footpaths have been widened, the tar spray is very uneven and now creating more bigger puddles when it rains. This was particular evident opposite Lowfields and just before the junction to Colliery Road. She added that the sprayed footpaths were also difficult for users of mobility scooters.
Councillor H. Williams said she had received a request from the Miners Institute to use money they had collected to purchase a bench in memory of the miners and put on a concrete slab opposite Garden Village. After some discussion on who would maintain this, this request was agreed.

Councillor D. Laing expressed concern for cyclist’s crossing over an uneven line of tarmac on the entrance to Stan’s car park.

Councillor S. Schofield reported a trench by the new puffin crossing sinking. She also expressed concern over reports of an increase in rats being spotted in the day time around the churchyard and asked Councillor

J. Sands if he could look into this. 


	Parish Clerk
Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

	
	There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting 

closed at 21.25 p.m.

Signed ………………………………
Date ……………….
	Chairman


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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