St Martins

ba
. t;g '8

|
."- 0
4
|
o~
-
-

S ———
Y v X
" ':- -
a -
e

This Magazine is Sponsored by Ridgway Rentals Ltd ::

T R T TEN VWY, TR, - ~ e
X # :“ _“ !-‘;;' "-‘.',z. -..'3 n.' .:Th,‘: ¥

",
& i
o X " o -,
" e ¥ - . g o e &~ g ”Pb
- ot L5 - gl L e b P > ® B - . e
w2 Lea i W - '-—.: Sy ol N - I e PRI

P W g - PG -t T



Clubs and Groups

Bell Ringing
Parish Church Tower Wednesday 7:00 - 8:30pm Sun Service 9:00 - 9:30am
Contact: Tower Captain Dai Cartwright 01691 778215

St Martins Craft and Chatter
Chapter House = Wednesdays 2:00 - 4:00pm
Contact: Debbie Shaw 01691 777130

St Martins Women's Institute
Lounge of St Martins Miners' Welfare Institute. First Tuesday of each month at 7:30pm

President: Eileen Rosamond 774630 Secretary: Lynn Morgan 778174

Age UK
Cedar Close every Tuesday 10:00am - 2:00pm
Contact: Dee Barnhart 01691 777842 or Marilyn Berry 07769 915201

Ifton Meadows Management Committee:
Workdays on 2nd Sunday of the month 1:30pm at the Meadows
Chair: Ann Williams 01978 710327

St Martins Youth Club
St Martins Centre Fridays in term time  7:00 - 8:00pm

Contact: Sue or Nick Heard 01691 774097
Youth Groups
1st St Martins Rainbows (4-7years) Tuesdays 5:00 - 6:00pm Ellesmere Road Chapel

1st St Martins Brownies Tuesdays 6:00 - 7:00pm Ellesmere Road Chapel
1st St Martins Guides Tuesdays 7:00 - 8:30pm Ellesmere Road Chapel

Contact: Rainbows - Mrs Heather Lloyd 01691778598 mobile 07506280482

Brownies - Pam 079320231734 email archerpam@gmail.com
Judith Phillips 01691 690435
2nd St Martins Scout Group

Beavers (6-8) Monday Not currently running Meet in the Scout Hut
Cubs (8-10.5) Thursday 6:00 - 7:15pm Meet in the Scout Hut
Scouts (10.5-14)Thursday 7:30 - 9:00pm Meet in the Scout Hut

Contact: Dave Cripps 2ndstmartinsscouts@gmail.com

St Martins Village Life - stmartinsvillagelife@gmail.com

St Martins Village Hall/Centre: Email: stmartinscentre@mail.com
Coffee & Chat Drop-in Tues 10:00am—12:30pm All welcome
Anti-Ageing Aerobics Thurs 10:45am - 12:00noon

Computers available for public use by appointment in the library
Community Speedwatch:

Anyone interested in joining the monitoring please contact Di Slater 01691 112767 or email
on dislater@protonmail.com


mailto:archerpam@gmail.com
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Update from the Village Life Magazine Committee

Hello everyone.

Welcome to the spring edition of Village Life. Yes, Spring has popped out all over the
place. Isn’t it wonderful to see all the bright colours of the flowers?

It is now 10 years since we started this magazine and this issue is numbered 50. Have
| really put together over 50 issues? How time flies when you are enjoying yourself, but
| could still do with someone to take over the compiling. I’'m not getting any younger
and | really worry about what will happen when | can’t, for whatever reason, carry on.
From what we are hearing, most people really enjoy reading what is going on in the
village. We will be having our

AGM at 9:30 am in the Village Hall on Saturday 25th May 2024.

All are welcome. If you think we could do something better or would like to join the
Editorial Committee, please do come along and tell us. We also need a new picture for
the front cover. It needs to be of the village, ideally not a montage - something that
says “this is St Martins”.

We have a couple (thank you very much for all your help) new to the village who have
agreed to deliver some of the magazines, but we could do with a few more. If you could
give up an hour or so every other month, you will get to know some new people and
get to know the village a little better.

Great News from the lovely lady who is recording this magazine on a USB pen
drive. If you have sight problems or anything else that might hinder you from reading
the magazine you can now receive it in a verbal form. If you know anyone who might
benefit from this service, please email stmartinsvillagelife@gmail.com and we will send
you a copy every other month. It will be delivered via post in a red pouch. When you’re
done, just turn the address label around and pop it back in the post.

HAPPY EASTER TO YOU ALL

SSSSS5S5S5S5SSS35S535353553S3535353333333333335333333335353535355>>

If you wish to submit an article or advertise in the next publication
please email your submission to stmartinsvillagelife@gmail.com

by no later than Wednesday 15th March 2024

Disclaimer: Whilst we make every attempt to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the
information contained in these pages, errors may occur. Village Life Magazine will not be held
responsible for loss, however arising, from the use of or reliance on this information. The full
text of this disclaimer can be found on www.stmartins-online.org.uk/villagelife

This publication will be delivered FREE to every household within the Parish of St Martins.
Should you know of anyone not receiving one please email
stmartinsvillagelife@gmail.com



http://www.stmartins-online.org.uk/villagelife
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Parish Council

FROM THE CHAIR

It's always going to be a “Parish Council quiet news period" when we have
an early Easter and so close to the January magazine distribution. In many
cases, your Parish Council is directed and driven by matters from Shropshire
Council and the new year period tends to be a void with Shropshire officers
using up weeks of outstanding annual leave and everything grinding to a
halt. I do have severe worries that the seeming lack of County officers will
be negatively impacted into the future by the current financial state of
Shropshire and the suggestions that jobs will be cut, leading to even more
restricted communications and action.

I, alongside my fellow Councillors were ‘amazed’ (I hope that is the most
polite word to use) at the design of the recently modified roundabout by
Stan’s. Within 3 days of its completion, I sent a letter to Shropshire asking
for clarification as to the design, process and approval and which included
screenshots of the chaos encountered by traffic together with a plan of what
could be easily achieved to remedy the matter. That letter was dated 7th
February. It remains unanswered (please refer to my opening paragraph).
Please be assured that we will continue to press Shropshire Council for a
response.

As of writing this brief introduction, I see that daffodils have been popping
their heads through the grass and which fills us with joy as a definite sign
that Winter has passed and Spring is just around the corner. My own garden
on Ellesmere Road has seen an abundance of Crocus, Grape Hyacinths,

Primulas etc, and buds appearing on Current Parish Councillors
Apple, Pear and Plum trees - probably a
little too early for comfort. Let’s hope |NeilArthan 01691 777751
that snow or frost doesn’t interfere with |Andrew Cast 01691 773389
nature and its full beauty. Vivienne Fisher 01691 770049
Mark Hayball 01691 770207
My final word is to give our combined |John Hodgson 07841 451212
thanks to Glenn Pennington who |Alan Langley 01691 772368
recently retired from our Parish |Duncan Laing 07702 991845
Council. Glenn, you have been a true |Nina Mistry 01691 657324
and loyal supporter of the Council and |Glenn Pennington 01691 778477
our village across many years and |Natalie Rowley 07870 507509
everyone owes you an enormous debt |gophie Hughes-Saunier 01691 778806
of gratitUde. The void you have left will Sue Schofield 01691 777710
be difficult to fill. George Smith 01691 770286
George Smith MBE Helen Williams 01691 777561
Chairman: St Martins Parish Council




Report from St Martins Parish Council Clerk

The last meeting of St Martins Parish Council was held in St Martins Village
Hall on Thursday 8" February 2024.

Unfortunately, we have still not received a report from the Head of the School
following the Parish Council’s concerns raised at their January meeting over
parking issues by the school. Firstly, there seems to be an increase of parents at
the start and end of the school day now parking on the grass verges depositing
mud on the road when leaving and damaging the grass verges. Secondly, there
seems to be an increase during the day of visitors coming into school and
parking on the road adjacent to the school when there are adequate spaces in
the school main car park. The Head of the school had been notified of these
concerns and asked if she could investigate these issues and advise what steps,
if possible, can be taken to resolve these issues.

The Parish Council precept for the coming financial year has again been set
with a zero percent increase. This follows many years since the parish council
requested an increase. An additional cost centre has now been included under
the heading of St Martins Amenities Fund. This will be financed through
accumulated bank interest following balances being invested in a high interest
account. This will go towards extra grass cutting on grass verges, amenity areas
and play areas following two years of very poor performance from Shropshire
Council’s preferred contractor KIER. In additional damaged street nameplates
will be replaced under this fund.

We continue to forward any areas of concern to Helen Morgan MP. She had
responded to our concerns over the flooding at Escob Bridge, and as a result,
firm dates had been set by Shropshire Council Highways to resolve the
flooding and pothole issues in this area. Cllr Vivienne Fisher reported that
Helen had secured free parking at Shrewsbury and Telford Hospitals for our
volunteer drivers when attending hospital appointments.

Edward Davies,
St Martins Parish Clerk

Parish _
Council




Shropshire Council

Councillor Steve Davenport
County Councillor for St Martins, Dudleston, Dudleston Heath,

Mobile 07944097876 Email steve.davenport@shropshire.gov.uk

Hello

It's certainly been a testing time trying to balance the books at Shropshire Council, the
pressure comes from Adult social Care and Children’s Social Care, it's a sad fact more and
more children are being taken into care, for whatever reason. As always | will continue to
negotiate as much funding as | can for the villages | will represent - and the area | do
represent is growing for me.

In the next 12 months my area will incorporate Welsh Frankton, Tetchill and Lee. Already this
takes many hours a week, but | will base myself in the St Martins Village Hall as normal.

We are always looking for volunteers to help out, either on the desk or at events like the
coffee and chat mornings on a Tuesday. And just to remind everyone that this hall is run by
volunteers not the Council.

Issues around the village:

Stans roundabout; well I'm not too happy with the results, but having spoken to some of our
large lorry companies within the village they say it's much better.

Hopefully the rain will stop soon, the recent weeks have played havoc with our roads. Our
local maintenance team have started to repair the defects and you may have noticed that the
spring on Escob bridge is at the moment being repaired, or should | say being diverted.

There are still ongoing parking problems at the school, hopefully soon the road will be lined
following which there can be enforcement of any parking restrictions.

Finally, I'd like to say thank you to the team at Village Life; what a great job you do.

DAWN

February arrives quietly, and across St. Martins the hearts of gardeners stir with the russet
sky’s promise of a bright dawn and the endless possibilities of their endeavours in the warming
soil after an early frost.

p— T—

The thoughts of an annual show encourages them to
consider their plots and plan their prize-winning
produce.

The Flower and Vegetable Show Committee is stirring |
into life and would welcome confirmation that we
have a potential treasurer.

Regards
David




St Martins

Parish Church

To book a Christening or Wedding and for
any other enquiry please contact:
Revd Stuart Jermy

saintmartinjohns@icloud.com
Telephone: 778 468 or Mobile: 07766 255436

Regular Weekly Events Regular Monthly Events
Little Saints Baby &
Monday 1.00pm Toddler Group
(Term time)
. 1st Monthly
Tuesday 9.30am Morning Prayers Tuesday of | 9.30am c -
the month ommunion
4™ Tuesday Women’s
Wednesday | 10.30am Coffee Morning ;Lt:teh 2.00pm Fellowship
Wednesday | 2.00pm Craft & Chatter
Bell Handling - new
Wednesday | 7.00pm | ringers welcome
: _ 1=t Sunday
Friday 10.00am wa“‘.'”%Gm‘_‘p ) of the 3.30pm SSU"Efa}"
| meets In the car par manth ocla
Service of the h:‘ufurd 39 Sunday Praise Night
or Service with
Sunday 9.30am C : of the &.30pm at 5t Johns,
ommunion —
month Weston Rhyn
streamed on Zoom

Upcoming Easter Events:
+ Thursday 28" March Maundy Thursday 6.00pm

« Friday 29" March Good Friday 2.00pm
* Sunday 315t March Easter Sunday TBA
+ Sunday 31t March Easter Sunday 9.30am

Passover meal at

St Johns, Weston Rhyn
Meditation Service
Sunrise Service at Weston
Rhyn

Easter Service with Egg
Hunt afterwards

Our Chapter
House (Church
Hall) is available
for hire.

We are 3 friendly village
church  which enjoys
worshipping in different
styles to suit all ages.

Check out our website: www.stmartinsparish.org.uk




Sunday Social Club

Supported by St. Marting Chuwrchv

Are you at a loss to know what to do on a
Sunday Afternoon?

We continue to meet on the first Sunday of each month for our Sunday Afternoon Teas.
Unfortunately over the past few months we have lost one or two members due to their
passing but we also have some new attendees.
Our next meeting will be the first Sunday of August - the 6th. Please do join us in St
Martins Chapter House at 3:30pm.
If you do have any queries or require transportation please telephone
Val Thompson on 01691 658756.

Email received from a local man.
Do you agree or dis agree?

Subject: Stan’s Roundabout Stan’s Roundabout

| was under the impression that it was
to be made safer, to me it looks worse
than it was as car drivers are still going
to go across the roundabout rather
around it, in fact | have already seen it.
They should have had traffic lights with
camera’s on top to deter drivers.

| think as it stands at the moment large
lorries coming from Ellesmere to go up
the Overton road are going to have to
go over kerbs.

Name given but not to be published.




St Martins
Methodist Church

(Ellesmere Road)

i Minister for St Martins

ARG

Rev Julia Skitt - phone: 07810 360778
Deacon Carys Woodley:01939 235504

COFFEE MORNING

Join us for coffee, biscuits, chat & warm space.

April: 11h 25t May 9t 234 10.30 -11.30

§9¢ 69 §9¢ 69 §9¢

> @pH [ P @H [ P

April 7th 14*h 21st 28th
St Martins | 11.00 11.00 11.00 11.00
H Pearson | Moors H Watts Moors
Moors 11.00 11.00 11.00 11.00
St Martins | M Jackson St Martins | J Brown
May 5th 12th 19*h 26™
St Martins | 10.00 2.00 Rev Skitt 11.00 11.00
PETS SERVICE Moors O Weller
Moors 11.00 2.00 11.00 11.00
St Martins J Woolley | St Martins

Outdoor Pets Service

SUNDAY MAY 12™H_ Led by Rev Julia Skitt.
v" Bring your well-behaved pets, all sizes welcome.

v' Give thanks for their companionship.
v"No pet? Come along and join us anyway.

FB:StMartinsMethodistChurch & St Martins Chatter.



QUIZ MARCH 24

1. What do Arctophiles collect?

2. Which English novelist was born Mary Ann Evans?

3. Which mountain range does Ben Nevis belong
to?

4. Which king did Shakespeare's Macbeth kill?

5. Which UK prime minister was in office at the time
of the Suez crisis?

6. Which snooker ball is worth seven points?
7. What is Khichdi?

8. Time magazine named whom as Person of the Year |
20237

9. What is heliophobia a fear of?

10. Seabird excrement, used as fertiliser is called
what?

-

WESTON RHYN & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB'S
ANNUAL PLANT SALE
At WESTON RHYN INSTITUTE SY10 7RQ
On SATURDAY 11™ MAY 2024
DOORS OPEN 10.30am
Shrubs, bedding plants, vegetables and herbs and refreshments available
COME EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

10




PARTNERS
000

Personal Assistants Can Become Members of Pariners in Care

For less than £1 a week Personal Assistants can now become members of Partners in Care and
receive full benefits which include: high quality face-to-face and online training courses at a
discounted rate. accurate, relevant, and up to date information service, via phone, email, so-
cial media, and web chat, the opportunity to network and work together to share information
and ideas locally and gain access to Partners in Care’s disclosure and Barring Service at a
discounted rate.

As a member Personal Assistants can attend First Aid, Moving and Handling, Safeguarding
Adults Awareness and Professional Boundaries courses and save a total of £126.00 compared
to the non-member rate of £254.00.

Partners in Care is a not-for-profit membership organisation representing approximately 260
independent Nursing, Residential, Supported Living and Domiciliary Care providers in Shrop-
shire and Telford & Wrekin who are accessing these services.

David Crosby, Chief Officer, Partners in Care said, “This is a positive move forward in our
ability to support and encourage the development of a high-quality social care workforce
across Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin. Personal Assistants are a key part of the care sector
who support some of the most vulnerable members of our communities. Partners in Care is here
to support Personal Assistants and ensure they access the essential training they need to be
able to deliver care safely and confidently.”

To find out more about becoming a member of Partners in Care as a Personal Assistant please
visit Personal Assistants (partnersincare.org.uk) or email info@partnersincare.org.uk

St. Martins Volunteer Car Scheme

If you need to get anywhere local and you are unable to access local transport please ring to make a booking.

Here to help 07931760879
Line open 9:00am — 5:00pm 7 days a week.

<LKLL K> >5>>>
Please ring for more information if you would like to be a volunteer driver.
<LKKLLLK>>5>>>

No distance too small.

If you want to go to a Doctor’s surgery, a hospital appointment, chiropodist,
dentist, visit someone in a care home...ring and see how we can help.

11
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Avenue of Trees

Motorists and walkers travelling along the B5069 between St Martins and Gobowen may
have noticed some recent tree planting activity.

Working with Shropshire Councillors Mark Jones and Robert Macey, Selattyn and
Gobowen Parish Council has planted 32

small leaved lime trees in an avenue along
the verges. The avenue of trees was first put
forward by Selattyn and Gobowen Parish

Council in 2022 to commemorate HM Queen
Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee.

Small leaved lime trees were selected as a
flowering native species that is particularly
good for pollinators and we look forward to
seeing them flourish over the coming years.

4

oS

Walk In Meeting Room
Free Books Library Spivning classes
EXCERCISE CLASSES Carboot sales
Parties Hall Free IT
Coffee Mornings (computer) help

TEL: 01691 770204
(Please leave a message)
Email: stmartinscentre@mail.com
SY11 3AY

Monetary donations always
gratefully recieved for improvements
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Women’s Football in Oswestry is on the rise — Natalie Rowley

I’'ve always played football, from back in the day when there were no girls team, to the present
day having played for Wrexham Ladies and now Welshpool Women’s team. It really is a joy to
see the increasing opportunities girls and women have in North Shropshire to play football and
keep active after leaving school. It all goes towards improving and progressing the women’s
game, and engaging young girls.

Oswestry Boys and Girls Club has a fantastic setup for girls who want to play, with current
teams at ull, ul3, ul4 and they hope to add an u9 team next season, so any girls who want
the opportunity to train and play please get in touch at www.facebook.com/
OswestryBoysandGirlsClub

Upcoming Women’s fixtures in across Oswestry, please go along to support.

Shropshire FA Women’s Super League
24/03/24 2pm Ellesmere Rangers Ladies v Dawley Town FC — Beech Grove Playing fields
07/04/24 2pm Ellesmere Rangers Ladies v Worthen FC — Beech Grove Playing fields
Adran Premier
24/03/24 2pm TNS FC Women v Cardiff Met — Park Hall
27/03/24 7.45pm TNS FC Women v Pontypridd Utd — Park Hall
31/03/24 2pm TNS FC Women v Barry Town Utd — Park Hall

Upcoming Women's fixtures across North Shropshire, please go along to support.

Shropshire FA Women’s Super League
24/03/24 2pm Ellesmere Rangers Ladies v Dawley Town FC — Beech Grove Playing fields
07/04/24 2pm Ellesmere Rangers Ladies v Worthen FC — Beech Grove Playing fields
14/04/24 2pm Market Drayton Tigers v Newport Town — Greenfields Sports ground
12/05/24 2pm Market Drayton Tigers v Ellesmere Rangers — Greenfields Sports ground

Staffordshire Girls & Ladies Women’s Premier
17/03/24 2pm Whitchurch Alport Women v Staffordshire Victoria — Yockings Park
24/03/24 2pm Whitchurch Alport Women v Albrighton Ladies — Yockings Park

Staffordshire Girls & Ladies Women’s Div 1
24/03/24 2pm Prees Ladies v Bilston FC — Prees Cricket and Rec Club
07/04/24 2pm Prees Ladies v Stafford Town FC — Prees Cricket and Rec Club

Adran Premier
24/03/24 2pm TNS FC Women v Cardiff Met — Park Hall
27/03/24 7.45pm TNS FC Women v Pontypridd Utd — Park Hall
31/03/24 2pm TNS FC Women v Barry Town Utd — Park Hall

13


http://www.facebook.com/OswestryBoysandGirlsClub
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ST. MARTINS SERVICE STATION Itd

M.O.T’S, SERVICING & REPAIRS

. TYRES

. EXHAUSTS

. BATTERIES

. DIAGNOSTIC TESTS
. CLUTCHES vescLe T s

RN
THE VEHICLE INSPECTORATE

« TIMING BELTS
BRILLIANT OFFERS ON TYRES
GIVE US A CALL!!!

CLASS IV MOT’S from £40

ALL CARS AND COMMERCIAL VEHICLES UPTO 3000KG

WE ARE NOW A MAXXIS TYRE DEALER WITH A LARGE
RANGE OF TYRES IN STOCK AND AT GREAT PRICES!!!

MAXIMUM PERFORMANCE

DON’T FORGET WE ALWAYS HAVE GREAT OFFERS IN OUR

CONVENIENCE STORE POP IN TO SEE THE LATEST!!!
OFF LICENCE

& ;hﬂi?ﬂ}!s NEWS & MAGS a TEXACO

BREAD & MILK

SAVE 1p PER LITRE
CONFECTIONARY WITH STAR REWARDS

HOUSEHOLDS
CALOR GAS

01691 772318

STORE OPENING TIMES: MONDAY- SATURDAY 6:30AM—9PM
SUNDAY 8AM—8PM
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Dog Fouling

ANTI-SOCIAL

A number of concerns have been raised at recent meeting regarding members of the public
allowing their dogs to foul in public spaces and not clearing it up.

The below is an extract from the Shropshire council website:

Dog owners are required by law to clean up after their dog; failure to do so can result in a
fixed penalty notice being issued or possible prosecution. Dog waste should be disposed of
in the appropriate manner, either by using our dog or litter bins or by taking it home and
disposing of it in your black refuse bin.

Please us the below link for further information or to report dog fouling to the council.

Dog fouling | Shropshire Council

NEIGHBOURHOOD MATTERS

For any crime prevention advice please feel free to get in contact with your local
police team and please report anything suspicious to the police on 101.

Oswestry Rural North
Safer Neighbourhoods Team YOUR AREA,

PCSO Dave Hughes — 07870 219190

PCSO Pete Roberts - 07870 219019
Please contact us on the above numbers if
you have any issues you wish to discuss.

Email -
oswestryrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

To report a crime please dial 101 orinan \
D%

emergency dial 999 Join the Special Constabulary.



mailto:oswestryrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
https://s-url.co/GtQOAA
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mymmam 7LC with UNLOCK4U24

(Vear LOCKSMITHS
\%@ L UPVC, UPGRADES, NEW FIT

VENS
Professional
Oven Cleaning Servicer: c(i)s\ftla?ir:\% KEVI N

Oswestry & surrounding areas. Call Jennifer Scott on:
07866 472083 .. 07791 655559 07805 864 669(24HR)

@ cleanandgleamovens @) cleanandgleamovens@gmail.com

/~ Silhouette
¢ Hair and Beauty Salon Leslie Younger

SEASONED QUALITY
Fllktmece Foad LOGS FOR SALE

St Martins

01691 773974 Delivered and placed

www.facehook.com/Silhovetrehairandbeautystmartins Te I e p hone 07947 73 1995
SY113AZ

pharmacy=l

Stans Superstore, 5t. Martins, Oswestry, 5¥11 3AY Tel 01691 778873
O pen: Monday - Friday Sam till 5.30pm, S5aturday Sam 41l 11.30am

5t Martins Pharmacy is a family-run business that prides itself on
providing a first-class healthcare service to the local community.

Why not pop in & have a chat about signing up to us @"

All prescriptions are dispensed in-house & ready to collect within 24
hours of receipt from your surgery.

[Plezse note - Surgeries require at least 2-3 working days to process your prescription reguest)

Providing NH5 services

FREE DELIVERY

7
't »
&-_ N Eloctronic
L i Presdcription
- Service
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- ’ FRIENDS OF IFTON MEADOWS
. A
[ T -

~“ ., ¥ | hope everyone has enjoyed the perfusion of spring flowers in

ﬁun The Dingle. First, the snowdrops covering large areas and showing
Meaaows off their beauty, soon to be followed by blue bells and wild garlic
Local Nature Reserve (not my favourite | find the smell overwhelming plus it seems to

be pushing out the other spring flowers). We will also look in the
dingle for the many other smaller flowers which can be overlooked.

At the top of the Dingle, you will have seen a number of Birch trees being cleared. This is to
stop them spreading their seeds onto the Skylark mound.

In their place we are planting several types of native species trees. Clearing this area will
also allow other small plants, such as primroses etc., which have been hiding under these
large overpowering trees.

The Butterfly Survey will soon be starting again. We have been surveying our site for several
years. If anyone would like to get involved in other sites, please get in touch with Lee Fraser
— Shropshire Countryside Ranger on 01743 255956. Surveys are carried out weekly during
the season at a time suitable to the volunteer.

You may have seen tree contractors on site working for Scottish Power Energy. They are
cutting back tree growth to maintain a safe clearance from overhead conductors.

Shropshire Moth Group will be holding several survey evenings on 10" May at 20.00 hrs,
21 June at 20:45 and 2™ August at 20:00 - all meetings at the main entrance car park.

Lastly, | would like to thank everyone who puts their pictures of the meadows on our
Facebook Page. If you would like to see these pictures, make a request to our Friends of
Ifton Meadows Facebook page. Full details of both the tree cutting or Moth evenings can be
found on our Facebook page.

18



Friends f Parkies

Your Community Needs You!

| don’t know how you are remembering dates of birthdays and anniversaries, but | am pretty
useless, so it’s just as well that my other half can put me to shame remembering not only
dates, but down to the fine details of where parties were held and who attended in the past.
However, the 10" anniversary of Friends of Parkies, the local support group for sufferers of the
condition and their carers, will be in May.

When the charity was founded, back then | had no perception that it would grow to over 70
members as is currently the case. We meet on the second Wednesday of each month at the
Village Centre here in St Martins from 11am till 1pm and have a very varied range of guest
speakers and activities. Last year we formed a choir from the group and with the help of our
sponsor Kronospan, and our musical director David Bird, we went into the recording studio in
early December; the results of which you can view on our website at friendsofparkies.co.uk.

If you would simply like to come along one month to a singing practice, you don’t have to have
Parkinsons to qualify, you simply have to sing the right notes in the right order. Give me a call
on 778168.

As you are aware, Parkinsons is a debilitating condition with no cure currently available so that
gives us an issue in trying to secure the future of the group, as the committee is currently only
made up of diagnosed individuals and we are urgently seeking volunteers who are Parkinsons-
free to take the group forward. It will involve about 4 to 6 hours per month.

Because a lot of the symptoms of Parkinsons and the side effects of the medication subscribed
to control it are very visible, it can take the confidence of a sufferer away and they don’t feel
comfortable in public, can become house-bound and depressed. The last thing any of us want
to be doing is taking more tablets. So if you know of a neighbour or a friend of a friend who is
affected by this condition please call them and set up a line of communication and make a
difference to someone’s life. Phil Bowen.
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20 + Volunteer Youth Leaders

Over 1000 sessions

3 different venues

Over 500 young people

ST MARTINS YOUTH CLUB
30 YEARS OLD!

HELP US CELEBRATE OUR BIRTHDAY
SATURDAY APRIL 20™

CLIMBING WALL, INDOOR ACTIVITIES
REFRESHMENTS, RAFFLE and more
11.00 - 4.00

St Martins Village Hall. SY11 3AY
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Keep vour home safe with a
I)l(}ieg%lﬂlidl %1#"{?@]!

MWACS Certificate with every sweep . o 14368
® Sroves and liner installer
® Pors, cowls, bird guards

® Flue and stack repairs

® [Fie and stove maintenance

& (CTV camera inspeciion

Vie Cooke

01691 770916 &

Sam Cooke
21 Oaklands Road, Chirk Bank
CHIRK, Wrexham, LL14 5DP

www.chimneysweepwrexham.co.uk

Email: stackitsweep(@gmail.com
Webh:

Huw Manford
Trees & Gardens

Hedge Trimming
Tree Surgery
Landscaping
Fencing

Micro Digger &

Operator

Fully Insured
Contact:

07803 957681
01691 778566

Wills, Probate,

Powers of Attorney

Wills £150
Lasting Powers of Attorney £150
Probate — call for details

Tel. 01691 652233

www-.Asset-Wealth-Preservation.co.uk

For Free info Call Paul Humphreys on:

DELS

GARDENING & MAINTENANCE
No Job To Small
Call
07926811697/01691 238456

PANEL-FIX

Motor Body Repair Specialists
Tel: 01691 777555 / 778209

Email:panelfixmortorbody@gmail.com
+ All work guaranteed
+ 35 years in Business
+ We use a modern spray bake oven

+ We can refurbish most damaged
panel saving on costly new panels

+ We also refurbish and weld plastic
bumpers

Darrell & Lee Cooke

Unit 1b St Martins Business Park
Ellesmere Road, St Martins
Oswestry, SY11 3BE
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What’s on in April 2024!

Wi St Martins Miners
Tues 2th 7:30pm
Castle Fine Arts Foundry Institute
Hearing Loss
Support Hubs Booking required
Wed 3th PP Oswestry Library
Usually 1* Wednesday of 01743 342168
every month
Thurs . )
2 Shropshire Council Please check with 10:00am -
Local Drop-In Oswestry Library 2:00pm
Thurs
Weston Rhyn &
Weston Rhyn
Wed 10th District Gardening Club 7:15pm
Institute
Vegitable Growing
St Martins Parish St Martins Village
Thurs 11th . 7:00pm
Council Hall/Centre
10:30am-
Carer's Support Please check with 12:30pm
Thurs :
Drop-in Oswestry Library &
1:30pm - 3:30pm
Mon 22th St Martins Family and | St Martins Village 7:30pm

Local History Group

Hall/Centre
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